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Title: “Jesus’ Ascension and the Disciples Preoccupation” 41 TABDAREXR EBFEDE T
Text: Acts 1:1~14, NIV

1 In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2
until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to
the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave
many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days
and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them,
he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore
the kingdom to Israel?”

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his
own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their
sight.

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men
dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a
Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room
where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and
Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.
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Introduction

Many Bible teachers attribute the Book of Acts to Luke, a Gentile physician, Christian and missionary
companion of Paul. The reference to his “former book” (v.1) points to the same author of the Gospel of
Luke. Both books mention Theophilus as the primary recipient of the recorded story about Jesus.
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Luke 1:1~4 - Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among
us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants
of the word. 3 With this in mind, since | myself have carefully investigated everything from the
beginning, | too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you
may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.
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. Jesus’ instructions — verses 4~5 & 8 1 TA¥RMD$E7x 4,5,8 &

Leading to the day of His ascension to heaven (many Christians commemorated it this year on May 26),
our Lord Jesus Christ gave His disciples specific instructions. From what they were told, there are three
(3) things that needed to happen and would happen:
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They would need to wait in Jerusalem - “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait...” (v.4);
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They would be endowed with power — “In a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit” (v.5) and
that they “will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes” (v.8a) on them; and,
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They would be Christ’s withesses — “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth” (v.8b).
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Il. Prayer matters —verses 6 & 10~14 #YIXFZEETT 6 &i. 10~14 &

A. Question: What is that one thing that undergirded all these three (3) imperatives together?
Answer: PRAYER!
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Prayer ties up and unifies all these events together. Prayer kept their focus. Prayer gave the disciples a

foothold in their new mission sans the bodily presence of Jesus. It was their preoccupation. Imagine why
PRAYER was indispensable to their life...
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Maybe it was the whirlwind of events of the past few weeks — Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection.
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Maybe the disciples had to absorb lessons from their Jewish history and its attendant hope for the
establishment of God’s kingdom on earth -- 6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are
you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
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Maybe they were still dazed by the jaw-dropping sight of Jesus ascending to heaven and the appearance
of the angelic beings -- 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly
two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the
same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
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B. Whatever motivated them, PRAYER was something they did naturally, instinctively and unanimously.
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Acts 1:12~14 - 12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a
Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they
were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined
together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his
brothers.
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“Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem” (v.12). Jesus told them to return to Jerusalem and wait for

the coming of the Holy Spirit (v.4), and that is exactly what they did. They didn’t forget His words right

after they heard it. They obeyed even though He was no longer physically present with them.
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2. “A Sabbath’s day walk” (v.12). This wasn't the distance a person could cover by journeying for a day.

Instead, this was a unit of distance, equal to about a kilometer that the Jewish leaders limited people to

journey on the Sabbath. Anything farther than that will be considered “work" and is therefore,

punishable under their law.

The Mount of Olives was just outside of ancient Jerusalem. This describes a short distance, the only kind

allowed on the Sabbath.
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3. “When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying” (v.13). How many of
the eleven remaining disciples were staying in the "upper room"? All of them.

Acts 1:15 informs us that in total there were about 120 present. This included Mary, the mother of
Jesus, the brothers of Jesus (such as James and Jude), the women who followed Jesus, and others.
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The Reformer John Calvin translates “along with the women” as “with their wives”, a reference to the
wives of the apostles.
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It must be noted that the brothers of Jesus never seemed to be supportive of His ministry before His
death and resurrection (See John 7:5; Mark 3:21). After encountering the resurrected Jesus, they were
changed into true followers.
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In fact, later in Acts, we will learn that one of Jesus' brothers (biological half-brothers since Joseph
wasn't Jesus' father) had become one of the prominent Christian leaders in Jerusalem. That’s James the
writer of the epistle. Another brother, Jude, also wrote an epistle (one before Revelation) and though
much less is known about him, he clearly was a church leader too.
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4. “They all joined together” (v.14). They were clearly united. When we saw the disciples in the Gospels,
it seemed that they always fought and bickered. What had changed? Their differences were still there,
but the resurrected Jesus in their hearts was greater than any difference.
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5. “They all joined together constantly in prayer” (v.14). Notice how they prayed. I'd like you to circle
three (3) words for emphasis. First, they all prayed. Next, they all prayed together. Finally, “they all
joined together constantly in prayer”. The disciples continued in prayer and supplication. There’s a
sense of desperation and earnestness in their prayer. It was their main preoccupation.
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Conclusion/Application

We read that the disciples were in obedience, they were in fellowship, and they were in prayer. Sadly
nowadays, Christ went more readily to the cross, than we do to the throne of grace.

Today, | would like to encourage everyone to (let’s) all join together constantly in prayer. As E.M.
Bounds wrote: “What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations
or more novel methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use--men of prayer, men [l add, women]
mighty in prayer.”

Let us pray.
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