MIC Worship Service — 2024.05.26
Title: “Living by the Spirit: Our Identity as Children of God"
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Text: Romans 8:12~17, NIV

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to

it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of
the body, you will live.

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 1> The Spirit you received does not
make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption
to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s
children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
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Introduction

Brothers and sisters in Christ, today we delve into a powerful and transformative passage from Romans
8:12-17. This scripture speaks to our identity, our calling, and the profound relationship we share with God
through the Holy Spirit. Let us open our hearts and minds to the message that Paul, inspired by the Holy
Spirit, brings to us.
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. Our Obligation: Living by the Spirit - verses 12~13
I. AebDEE  BRICL - TEE S 12-13

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to
it. 3 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of
the body, you will live.

12TT G, Webl=bh, FAEBIZEEEL’H D 3, W TESRITIER LR 0N E N
I, WICHTAHAEBTIIHV EFHA, 13 LA, TAEXDRL, HRTENT-ITERZ Lok
DEST, L., bLEEBICE > THOLFEOITWERT RS, bRTENITEXET,

1



Paul begins by reminding us of our obligation—not to the flesh, but to live according to the Spirit. The flesh
represents our sinful nature, the part of us that seeks selfish desires and leads to spiritual death. Paul
warns that living by the flesh results in death. However, through the Spirit, we have the power to put to
death the misdeeds of the body and experience true life.
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ILLUSTRATION: Imagine a garden choked with weeds. If we only trim the weeds' tops, they will grow back.
To truly cultivate a healthy garden, we must pull the weeds out by the roots. Similarly, living by the Spirit
means uprooting sinful behaviors and attitudes from our lives, not just superficially dealing with them.
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Galatians 5:16~17 - "So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the
flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh."
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APPLICATION: In our daily lives, this means actively choosing to follow the Spirit’s guidance. We can
practice this by regularly engaging in spiritual disciplines such as prayer, reading scripture, and fellowship
with other believers. By doing so, we strengthen our ability to discern the Spirit’s leading and resist the
temptations of the flesh.
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1. Our Identity: Children of God - verses 14~15
II. R=bDTAT T 4T 4 HOFED 14-15 Hi

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 1> The Spirit you received does not
make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption
to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”
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Paul then makes a profound statement: "For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of
God." This is our core identity as believers. We are not merely followers or disciples; we are children of
God. This relationship is intimate and personal. The Spirit we received does not make us slaves to fear, but
rather, brings about our adoption as sons and daughters.
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ILLUSTRATION: Think of a child adopted into a loving family. This child may have come from a difficult
background, but now they have a new identity, a new home, and a new future. They can now call their
adoptive parents "Mom" and "Dad" and experience the security and love of a family.
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In John 1:12~13, we read, "Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband’s will, but born of God."
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APPLICATION: Through the Spirit, we can call God "Abba, Father." This Aramaic term "Abba" is a term of
endearment, similar to "Daddy" or "Papa." It signifies a close, loving relationship. As God’s children, we are
no longer bound by fear, but are secure in the love and care of our Heavenly Father. Embrace this identity
by trusting in God's love and seeking to deepen your relationship with Him through prayer and worship.
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1l. The Assurance: The Spirit’s Testimony - verse 16
III. %8 : MEDIEL 16 &

16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God'’s children.
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Paul reassures us that the Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. This inner
testimony of the Holy Spirit provides us with the assurance of our salvation and our place in God’s family.
When doubts arise, the Spirit reminds us of our identity and our standing with God.
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ILLUSTRATION: Consider a legal adoption process. Once the paperwork is finalized, the child’s status is
legally changed. Similarly, the Holy Spirit's testimony is like the legal confirmation of our adoption into
God’s family. No one can overturn this declaration.
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Ephesians 1:13~14 tells us, "And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the
gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to
the praise of his glory."
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APPLICATION: This assurance is crucial for our faith journey. It gives us confidence and peace, knowing that
we belong to God and that nothing can separate us from His love. It also empowers us to live boldly and
faithfully, trusting in God's promises. When you face challenges, remember the Spirit’s testimony and
stand firm in your faith.
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V. Our Inheritance: Heirs with Christ - verse 17
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17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his
sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
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Finally, Paul speaks of our inheritance. As children of God, we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with
Christ. This means that we share in the blessings and promises of God’s kingdom. However, Paul also notes
that we share in Christ’s sufferings so that we may share in His glory.
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ILLUSTRATION: Think of a prince or princess, the child of a king. This child has the promise of a future
inheritance, including wealth, authority, and responsibility. Yet, they also share in the burdens and duties
of the royal family.
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In 2 Timothy 2:11~12, Paul writes, "Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him, we will also live with
him; if we endure, we will also reign with him."
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APPLICATION: Our inheritance is not just future glory, but also the present reality of living in God’s
kingdom, experiencing His presence, and being part of His redemptive work in the world. This calling
involves challenges and sufferings, but we endure them with the hope of the glory to come. Embrace your
role as an heir of God by actively participating in His work, sharing His love and truth with others, and
persevering through trials with the hope of future glory.
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Conclusion/Application

As we reflect on Romans 8:12~17, let us embrace our identity as children of God. Let us live by the Spirit,
putting to death the misdeeds of the body and walking in newness of life. Let us hold fast to the assurance
that we are God’s beloved children, and let us eagerly anticipate our inheritance as heirs with Christ.
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May we live each day in the power of the Holy Spirit, confident in our Father’s love, and committed to
sharing that love with the world. Let us pray.
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PRAYER: Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of the Holy Spirit who empowers us to live according to
Your will. Help us to embrace our identity as Your children, to live in the freedom and love that You have
given us. Strengthen us to face the challenges and sufferings of this life with the hope of sharing in Your
glory. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.
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