MIC Worship Service — 2024.06.02
Series: “Journey of Faith”

Title: "The Foundation of Faith"
Text: Hebrews 11:1~6, NIV
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! Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is
what the ancients were commended for. //° By faith we understand that the universe was formed at
God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. //* By faith Abel
brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith he was commended as righteous, when God
spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks, even though he is dead. //° By faith
Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: “He could not be found,
because God had taken him away.” For before he was taken, he was commended as one who
pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
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Introduction
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Good morning, church. Today we begin a new sermon series titled, "Journey of Faith." Over the
next five (5) weeks, we will explore different aspects of faith and how it shapes our lives as
followers of Christ. Today’s sermon is titled "The Foundation of Faith," and we will be diving into
Hebrews 11:1~6 to understand what faith truly is and why it is essential in our relationship with
God.
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l. Understanding Faith
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A. Definition of faith
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Hebrews 11:1 gives us a clear definition: "Faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance
about what we do not see."
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Faith is not wishful thinking; it is a firm belief and trust in God’s promises even when they are
not visible. Take for example, God’s promise of eternal life. It is something promised and it is
something unseen. Yet, because of faith, we are assured in our hearts of this hope and we have
this confidence that we will have it for the Bible says:
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John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in_him shall not perish but have eternal life.
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Martin Luther King Jr.: “Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole staircase.”
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B. Faith and understanding
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Hebrews 11:3 - 3By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so
that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.
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This verse explains that by faith, we understand the creation of the universe. This teaches us that
faith provides us with a perspective that transcends what is visible and tangible.
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ILLUSTRATION: Think of faith as the foundation of a building. Just as a building’s stability
depends on its foundation, our spiritual lives depend on the foundation of faith. Without a strong
foundation, a building cannot stand, and similarly, without faith, our relationship with God cannot
thrive.
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Il. Examples of People Who Lived By Faith
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A. Abel
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Hebrews 11:4, NLT - It was by faith that Abel brought a more acceptable offering to God than
Cain did. Abel’s offering gave evidence that he was a righteous man, and God showed his
approval of his gifts. Although Abel is long dead, he still speaks to us by his example of faith.
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Abel’s faith was demonstrated through his actions, and his legacy of faithfulness continues to
speak to us.
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B. Enoch
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Hebrews 11:5, NLT — °It was by faith that Enoch was taken up to heaven without dying—‘he
disappeared, because God took him.” For before he was taken up, he was known as a person
who pleased God.
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Enoch’s faith was so pleasing to God that he did not experience death. His life was a testimony of
consistent and deep faith in God. Enoch’s story teaches us that faith is NOT just about believing in
God’s existence but living a life that seeks to please Him.
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James 2:19 - You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and
shudder.
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C. Jesus

Our Lord Jesus’ life was a perfect model of living by faith. He trusted the Father completely, relied
on prayer, obeyed God’s will even unto death, trusted in God’s provision, taught others to have
faith, endured suffering with hope, and fulfilled God’s promises as revealed in Scripture.
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lll. The Importance of Faith
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A. Faith is essential in pleasing God
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Hebrews 11:6, NLT - And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come
to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.
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Faith is essential because it is the basis of our relationship with God. We must believe in His
existence and trust that He rewards those who diligently seek Him. Indeed, seeking God is
rewarding.
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Matthew 13:44~46 - 4 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man
found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. //

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one
of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.
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Corrie Ten Boom: “Faith sees the invisible, believes the unbelievable, and receives the
impossible.”
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B. Faith is essential in our daily life
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Faith is not a one-time event but a daily commitment. It involves trusting God’s promises, obeying
His commands, and seeking His presence continually.
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APPLICATION:

A. Strengthening our faith. To build a strong foundation of faith, we need to immerse
ourselves in God’s Word, spend time in prayer, and fellowship with other believers.
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Just as muscles grow stronger with exercise, our faith grows stronger through regular practice and
reliance on God.
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B. Living out our faith. Demonstrate your faith through acts of love, service, and obedience. Let
your faith be evident in the way you live your life.
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Reflect on areas where your faith needs strengthening and seek God’s help to grow in those
areas.
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C. Depending on the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit helps us live by faith by empowering, guiding,
and sustaining us in our daily walk with God. He strengthens our faith by reminding us of God's
promises and truths found in Scripture (John 14:26). The Holy Spirit also intercedes for us in
prayer, helping us to align our desires with God's will (Romans 8:26-27). Furthermore, He
produces spiritual fruit in our lives, such as love, joy, and peace, which are essential for a faith-
filled life (Galatians 5:22~23). Through the Holy Spirit, we experience God's presence and are
enabled to trust and obey Him more fully.
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Conclusion

As we embark on this journey of faith over the next five weeks, let us remember that faith is the
foundation of our relationship with God. It is through faith that we please Him and receive His
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promises. Let us commit to building and strengthening our faith, trusting that God is with us every
step of the way.
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PRAYER: “Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of faith. Help us to build a strong foundation
of faith in our lives. Teach us to trust in Your promises, to seek You earnestly, and to live in a way
that pleases You. Strengthen our faith daily and guide us on this journey. In Jesus’ name, we pray.
Amen.”
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