MIC Worship Service —2024.06.09
Series: "Journey of Faith"

Title: “Obedience as an Act of Faith”
Text: Hebrews 11:7~8, NIV
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Introduction
Good morning, brothers and sisters in Christ. Today, we continue our journey through the

theme of faith and its profound connection to obedience. Our focus scripture for this week is

Hebrews 11:7~8, which highlights the faith-driven obedience of two towering figures in

biblical history: Noah and Abraham. Through their lives, we will explore how obedience, even

in the face of the unknown, is a powerful act of faith. Let me read---

FUXAMIBWTIRBMHKTHIEIA. BlELHZTTWET, SHLEMERIES DRERVNED
DEET X ETBREMITLOTIEHY FHEAD, 5B, EIAITEFELTE LW -WES
. ATNLVAANDFRK 11 B T~8EHTT, ZDEBAF, BEOFEFORICEHTZ [ZADEK
BADHRLIRIEREM] 2oPWTHEALTWET, TOZADBEREANYEER. / TET T
TNLTY, JPTETTINLEVSEEDOELICAZERT 2 A ANYORIEZREMICE S % H

T, BEODANEZBL T, b ZRMOEREICERLAZELTH, HOSEIRIET
HBHZED, WHIIHBLLEMZRTITAETHAINEVNIZEIZDVWTE->TWEXEFL LD, T
. ATIWVANDOFRLI1IET -8z BHTALET,

Hebrews 11:7~8 - 7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an

ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the
righteousness that is in keeping with faith. /7' ¢ By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place
he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know

where he was going.
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I. Noah's Obedience in Building the Ark Despite Unseen Dangers
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Noah's story is a powerful testament to faith and obedience. Imagine the world in Noah's
time—a world filled with corruption and violence. God instructs Noah to build an ark because
a great flood, something never seen before, is coming to cleanse the earth. Noah's response

to this command is immediate and unwavering.
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Noah's ark is a foreshadowing of Christ. Just as Noah's obedience led to the saving of his
family, Christ's obedience to the Father led to the salvation of all who believe in Him. Jesus is

our ark, the one who rescues us from the judgment to come.
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ILLUSTRATION: Imagine a man building a massive ship on dry land, far from any sea or river.

Neighbors and onlookers would surely mock him, calling him foolish. Yet, Noah continues to
work, day after day, year after year, driven by his faith in God's word. According to an article

published by Answers in Genesis it probably took Noah 75 years to build the ark [See

https://answersingenesis.org/bible-timeline/how-long-did-it-take-for-noah-to-build-the-

ark/]. Noah's obedience wasn't just a simple act; it was a monumental task that required

immense trust in God's promise and warning!
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[£08 : https://answersingenesis.org/bible-timeline/how-long-did-it-take-for-noah-to-build-

the-ark/]
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Genesis 6:22 - "Noah did everything just as God commanded him."
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Noah's complete adherence to God's instructions without any visible sign of the impending

disaster showcases his profound faith.
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TESTIMONY: My wife and | decided to leave our thriving ministry in Yokosuka City for Kyoto
City in 2006. We were convinced that God had called us to Japan to minister, and therefore our
priority was to serve the Japanese people. We wanted to learn the language and immerse
ourselves in the local culture—something we couldn’t fully do while ministering among the

American military and their families.
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Out of concern for our family, some people questioned the practicality of our decision. "Pastor,
are you crazy? Why leave your work and ministry here? Your children are studying here, and

their friends are here,”they said.
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Had we stayed there, we would have missed the unfolding of God’s work in our lives and the
privilege of living by faith in obedience to His will—not to mention the honor of meeting you

all.
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APPLICATION: In our lives, God often calls us to act on His word without showing us the

entire picture. We might be asked to take steps that seem illogical or unnecessary at the
moment. Like Noah, we must trust in God's plan and obey His commands, knowing that His

wisdom far surpasses our understanding.
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Il. Abraham’s Obedience in Leaving His Homeland Without Knowing His Destination
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Abraham's journey begins with a call from God to leave everything familiar—his country, his

people, and his father's household. God promises to make him into a great nation, but He

doesn't reveal the destination.
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ILLUSTRATION: Picture Abraham packing up his belongings, saying goodbye to family and
friends, and setting out on a journey without a map or a clear destination. Each step into the

unknown is an act of faith, trusting that God will lead him to the promised land.
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Genesis 12:1 & 4 — ' The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and
your father’s household to the land | will show you. // * So Abram went, as the Lord had
told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from

Harran.
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Abraham's obedience is immediate and unquestioning, highlighting his deep trust in God's

promise.
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Abraham's journey is a precursor to the ultimate act of obedience found in Christ. Just as
Abraham left his home, Jesus left the glory of heaven to come to earth. His obedience to the

Father’s will, culminating in the cross, secured the promise of salvation for all who believe.
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APPLICATION: Many times, God calls us out of our comfort zones. He may ask us to leave

behind security and familiarity to follow Him into the unknown. Our response should be like
Abraham’s—one of trust and obedience, believing that God’s plans for us are good and
faithful.
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I1l. The Link Between Faith and Obedience to God's Instructions
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Faith and obedience are inseparable. True faith naturally produces obedience. Both Noah and
Abraham displayed their faith through their actions. They didn’t just believe in God’s promises;

they acted on them, even when they didn’t have all the details.

M) & TIETWB Z &) ET-> THUNAEWEMRICHY £3, BEOEMIEBET EREIERT
BEEHRMLES, /THLT77I7/LY RIBICITEZ T2 LICL-TEDT-BOEMERL
F L7z, WoFHMOWNERZZILELEIT TR, HEAFHCZOERAbILHELTH,
DEEICE>TITHLI-DTL T,

ILLUSTRATION: Consider a trust fall exercise, where you have to fall backwards believing that

your friends will catch you. Your action of falling demonstrates your trust in them. Similarly,
our obedience to God’s instructions, even without full understanding, demonstrates our faith

in Him.
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James 2:17 - In the same way, faith by itselt, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
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True faith is alive and active, manifested through our obedience to God.
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Jesus exemplified perfect faith and obedience. Philippians 2:8 tells us, "And being found in

appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death

on a cross!” Jesus’ obedience to the Father’'s will is the ultimate demonstration of faith and

trust.
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APPLICATION: Today, God is calling each of us to trust and obey Him. We might not see the

whole path ahead, but He does. Our faith is proven in our willingness to follow His lead,

trusting that He is guiding us towards His divine purpose.
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Conclusion/Application
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As we reflect on the examples of Noah and Abraham, let us remember that faith is more than
belief; it is an active trust in God that results in obedience. Whether God is asking us to build
an ark in our lives or step into an unknown journey, may we respond with the same faith and

obedience that characterized these great men of faith.
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As we go out this week, let us embrace the challenges and opportunities to exercise our faith
through obedience. Trust in God’s plans, and take those steps of faith, knowing that He is with

you every step of the way.
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Prayer: “Heavenly Father, thank You for the examples of Noah and Abraham, who showed us
what it means to trust and obey You completely. Help us to have that same faith, to act on
Your word, and to follow Your guidance, even when the way is not clear. Strengthen our hearts
to trust in Your promises and obey Your commands, knowing that You are faithful and true. In

Jesus'name, we pray. Amen.”
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