MIC Worship Service — 2024.06.16 (Father’s Day) ™ H
Title: “Wisdom and the Role of Fathers Based on Proverbs” /5175 F1 & KB DOXE])
Text: Proverbs 4:1~4, NIV = 4 3= 1-4 H

Introduction

Good morning, church family. Today is a special day as we celebrate Father’s Day, a day set aside to honor
and appreciate the fathers and father figures in our lives. As we turn to the Scriptures for guidance, we find
profound wisdom in the Book of Proverbs. Proverbs, written primarily by King Solomon, offers timeless
truths and practical advice that are especially relevant for fathers.
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Proverbs 4:1~4 - "Hear, O sons, a father's instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain insight, for | give
you good precepts; do not forsake my teaching. When | was a son with my father, tender, the only one in
the sight of my mother, he taught me and said to me, 'Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my
commandments, and live.""
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. The Wisdom of a Father’s Instruction
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Proverbs emphasizes the importance of wisdom and understanding, often portrayed as a father imparting
knowledge to his children. Solomon starts this chapter by urging his sons to listen to their father's
instruction, highlighting a father’s role as a teacher and guide.
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A father’s wisdom is more than just knowledge; it’s about imparting values and principles that will guide
his children throughout their lives. This wisdom comes from experience and, importantly, from a
relationship with God.
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ILLUSTRATION: Consider the story of a father teaching his child to ride a bicycle. The child is scared and
unsure, but the father’s reassuring words and steady hand give the child confidence. In life, a father's
wisdom and guidance work much the same way, providing stability and confidence in uncertain times.



BN EBICHIREORD T2 BA 50 EEATHAELL I, FELIINMN-T, BENR
WOTEN, REDZLISELERELELELIZFRTFELICAGREZGRAET, NMEICBWTH,
RBDOHELFFRIIFC L DI &, AERFICLEL HEZH5ATIND bDROTT,

Ephesians 6:4 - Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and
instruction of the Lord.
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APPLICATION: Fathers, your role as instructors goes beyond academic or practical knowledge. Teach your
children about integrity, honesty, love, and the fear of the Lord. Share your own experiences and the
lessons you’ve learned. Your instruction will be a lamp to their feet and a light to their path.
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Proverbs 4:1~4 emphasizes the importance of listening to a father's instruction.
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Life Application for Children:
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e Be attentive. Understand that your parents' advice comes from their desire to see you succeed and
avoid mistakes they might have made.
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¢ Ask questions. If you don't understand why a particular rule or piece of advice is given, ask your
parents. Engaging in a respectful dialogue can help you understand the wisdom behind their
instructions.
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o Show respect. Show respect by actively listening when your parents speak to you, acknowledging
their experience and wisdom.
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Il. The Legacy of Righteousness

II. |ROEPE
Proverbs 20:7 - The righteous man walks in his integrity; blessed are his children after him.
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A father’s righteousness and integrity set a powerful example for his children. When a father lives a life of
honesty, kindness, and faithfulness, his children are blessed by his example.
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ILLUSTRATION: Think about a father who, despite facing financial difficulties, refuses to compromise his
integrity. He works hard, pays his debts, and trusts in God’s provision. His children observe this and learn
the value of honesty and perseverance.
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Psalm 112:1~2 - Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who finds great delight in his commands. His
children will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed.
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APPLICATION: Fathers, your actions speak louder than words. Live a life of righteousness and integrity.
Your children are watching and learning from you. Let them see a man who loves the Lord, who is honest
in his dealings, and who treats others with kindness and respect.
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Life Application for Children:
FELEONEICBIT D -

¢ Follow good examples. Observe the actions of your parents, especially their honesty and integrity.
Strive to emulate these qualities in your own life.
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¢ Make wise choices. When faced with difficult decisions, think about what your parents would
advise or how they would handle the situation with integrity.
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e Be honest. Practice honesty in your daily interactions, knowing that this builds trust and respect
just as your parents have taught you.
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Ill. The Power of a Father’s Love and Discipline
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Proverbs 3:11~12 - My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline, and do not resent his rebuke, because the
Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.
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Discipline is a crucial part of a father’s role. It’s an expression of love and concern for the well-being and
development of the child. Proper discipline helps shape character and instills a sense of responsibility.
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ILLUSTRATION: Imagine a gardener tending to his plants. He prunes them not to harm them, but to
encourage growth and health. Similarly, a father’s discipline is meant to guide and correct, not to harm.
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Hebrews 12:7 & 11 — 7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children
are not disciplined by their father? ... 1 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on,
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.
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APPLICATION: Fathers, discipline your children with love and fairness. Remember that the goal of
discipline is to teach and guide, not to punish. Be consistent and explain the reasons behind the rules and
consequences. Your children will learn to respect authority and understand the importance of self-
discipline.
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Life Application for Children:
FEHEONEICBIT DM -

o Accept discipline gracefully. Understand that discipline is meant to help you grow. Instead of
resenting it, try to learn from it.
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¢ Reflect on mistakes. When disciplined, take time to reflect on what you can learn from the
situation. This helps you grow and avoid similar mistakes in the future.

- FEWZRAET D, BOLvaexiIliab, TORUNLFEND L 2R IR ZRY ®
Lo, £OFTDIETHEL, FERFALC L S RKRMEZRET D Z LA TEET,

e Show gratitude. Recognize and appreciate the love behind your parents' discipline. Thank them for
caring enough to guide you and help you become a better person.
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Conclusion/Application

Before we close, | would like us to acknowledge that Father’s Day often brings a wave of nostalgia as we
remember the good men who have touched our lives but are no longer with us.
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Proverbs 10:7a, CSB - The memory of the righteous is blessed....

Proverbs 10:7a, NLT - We have happy memories of the godly....
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This day offers an opportunity to reflect on their legacies. Think about how these men demonstrated the
love of Christ and the lessons they taught us about being men of God. How can we carry forward their
wisdom and pass it on to the next generation?
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On the other hand, consider writing a note of encouragement to a man in your life who is currently
building a lasting legacy. Remind him that his choices and the time he invests in his children—whether they
are young or grown—will have a profound impact on future generations.
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In Proverbs, we see a clear picture of the significant role fathers play in the lives of their children. Fathers
are called to be wise instructors, righteous examples, and loving disciplinarians. As we celebrate Father’s
Day, let us honor the fathers who strive to fulfill these roles and encourage them to continue seeking God’s
wisdom in their parenting.
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Prayer: “Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of fathers. We ask that You bless them with wisdom,
patience, and love as they guide their families. Help them to be strong examples of Your righteousness and
grace. May they continually seek Your guidance and lean on Your strength. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.”
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Happy Father’s Day!
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