MIC Worship Service — 2024.06.23

Series: "Journey of Faith"  [{E{MDfk) U —X
Title: “Faith in the Storm” @ D 12517 S1501)
Text: Mark 4:35~41

35That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” 3¢ Leaving the
crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37 A
furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in
the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we
drown?”

39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was
completely calm. 4% He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” ** They

were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”
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Introduction

Good morning, church. Today, we continue our sermon series by diving into a powerful narrative from the
Gospel of Mark, chapter 4, verses 35~41. This passage tells the story of Jesus calming the storm—a vivid
reminder of where our faith should rest, especially when we find ourselves in the midst of life's tempests.
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I. Jesus Calming the Storm
I. Az#ED5HATR

This passage opens with Jesus inviting His disciples to cross to the other side of the lake. As they sailed, a
fierce storm arose. The storm was so intense that the boat began to fill with water, threatening to sink.
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Amidst the chaos and fear, Jesus was asleep on a cushion in the stern. The disciples, overwhelmed by the
storm, woke Him with a desperate plea for help.
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Jesus' response is striking. He rebukes the wind and speaks to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" (v.39).
Immediately, the storm ceases, and there is a great calm. This miraculous act demonstrates Jesus'
authority over nature and His ability to bring peace to any situation.
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Psalm 107:28~29 - "Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and he brought them out of their
distress. He stilled the storm to a whisper; the waves of the sea were hushed."
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ILLUSTRATION: Imagine a modern-day scenario where a family faces a sudden financial crisis. They have
bills piling up, an unexpected job loss, and overwhelming debt. In their distress, they turn to God, praying
for help and guidance. Miraculously, a job opportunity arises, and supportive friends and family step in to
assist them. Just as Jesus calmed the storm for the disciples, God provides peace and a solution in the
midst of their financial storm.
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Il. The Disciples’ Fear Versus Jesus' Peace
II. BFboBNE A = ZADERM

The disciples' reaction to the storm is one of panic and fear. They were seasoned fishermen familiar with
the sea, yet this storm was beyond their control. Their fear was not just about the storm but also about
their survival!
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In
contrast, Jesus exemplifies perfect peace. He is not disturbed by the storm or the fear of the disciples. His
sleep during the storm signifies His complete trust in God the Father and His awareness of His divine
power.
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The juxtaposition of the disciples’ fear and Jesus’ calm highlights a critical lesson: our circumstances do not
dictate the presence of peace. True peace comes from trusting in God's sovereignty.

ORI E A T ADEEH LW )RR REIE, BEEREGIZEZEZEVICLTCVWET, BED
FFNE, HOEMHE~OEXEENOAEEND VD T ETT,

Philippians 4:6~7 - "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus."
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ILLUSTRATION: Picture a young woman diagnosed with a serious illness. While her family and friends are
consumed with worry, she remains calm and composed. Her peace comes from her deep faith in God. She
spends time in prayer and meditation, finding comfort in God's presence. Her serenity amidst the storm of
her illness is a testament to the peace that Jesus exemplified and that we can experience when we trust
Him fully.
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lll. Having Faith Even When Circumstances Are Challenging
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Jesus' question to the disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?" serves as a gentle
rebuke and a call to deeper trust. Their fear revealed a lack of faith despite witnessing numerous miracles
performed by Jesus.
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Faith is not the absence of fear, but the decision to trust God despite fear. It’s about believing that God is
in control, even when we cannot see a way out of our difficulties.
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The disciples’ journey with Jesus was a continual process of learning to trust Him more. Similarly, our faith
grows through experiences of trusting God in the midst of our storms.

BFEOA T ALDIRIT, A T2AZLVEFETLIEE2FOWT 57 rEATLE, FERIZ, %
EOGFML, JOFIZEBWTHLMEFET L2 2 E 2RO EVHIRBEZBEL TRETHDOT
‘@"O

Hebrews 11:1 - Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.
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ILLUSTRATION: | know a young man who is about to lose his job because his contract is going to end soon.
That means his family back home in the Philippines could also lose their financial support from him.
Despite the dire circumstances, he chooses to trust God and continues to serve in his church and
community. He applies for numerous jobs, keeping faith that God has a plan for him. Eventually, he
receives a job offer that not only meets his needs but also aligns perfectly with his skills and passions. His
unwavering faith during his challenging circumstances reflects the lesson Jesus taught the disciples.
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Conclusion/Application

The main message today is an encouragement to trust God even during trials and tribulations — “the
storms of life.”

SHOFLDHR A v —D1F, RSO EEH, >F0 TAEDR] OFICBWTHLME2EIET 5 X
INZEWVIIE LTI,

Romans 8:28 - And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have
been called according to his purpose.
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ILLUSTRATION: Here’s an excerpt from a song by Babbie Mason, Trust His Heart (2005):

NE— « ALV Trust His Heart (2005 4F) 725G PFE -

All things work for our good

Though sometimes we don't see

How they could

Struggles that break our hearts in two



Sometimes blind us to the truth
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Our Father knows what's best for us
His ways are not our own

So when your pathway grows dim
And you just don't see Him,
Remember you're never alone
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God is too wise to be mistaken
God is too good to be unkind
So when you don't understand
When don't see His plan

When you can't trace His hand
Trust His Heart

Trust His Heart
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As we reflect on this passage, let us remember that Jesus is our anchor in the storm. He invites us to trust
Him, to have faith even when life seems uncertain and daunting. May we learn to rest in His peace,
confident in His power and love.
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Let us pray together, asking God to strengthen our faith and to help us trust Him more deeply in every
storm we face. Amen.
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