MIC Worship Service — 2024.06.30

Series: Journey of Faith  [{§{MDfig] ~ U —X

Title: “Faith that Moves Mountains” /117 & B9 1541/

Text: Matthew 17:14~20, NIV [~ % A O E) 17 F 14-20 Fi

14 When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him. 2> “Lord, have mercy on
my son,” he said. “He has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water. 16|
brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him.”

17 “you unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall | stay with you? How long shall
| put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.” 18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and
he was healed at that moment.

1Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” ° He
replied, “Because you have so little faith. Truly | tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you
can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”
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Introduction

Good morning, brothers and sisters. It is a joy and a privilege to gather together today to delve into the
Word of God. Our focus this morning is on an important and impactful teaching of Jesus concerning the
power of faith. This will be the last one in our series of messages on the “Journey of Faith”. The passage we
will explore is Matthew 17:14~20, where Jesus speaks to His disciples about the potential of even the
smallest measure of faith.
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I. Recognize the Hindrance of Unbelief
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The scene opens with a distressed father seeking help for his suffering son. Despite the disciples' efforts,
they were unable to cast out the demon. This failure is met by Jesus' lament over the unbelief and spiritual
perversion of the generation. Jesus' response highlights a critical issue: the lack of faith. He calls out the
unbelief not just of the crowds, but implicitly of His disciples as well. The same story, written from Mark’s
perspective, states:
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Mark 9:23~24 - "Everything is possible for one who believes." Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "/ do
believe; help me overcome my unbelief!"
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ILLUSTRATION: When the missionary Hudson Taylor went to China, he made the voyage on a sailing vessel.
As it neared the channel between the southern Malay Peninsula and the island of Sumatra, the missionary
heard an urgent knock on his stateroom door. He opened it, and there stood the captain of the ship. "Mr.
Taylor," he said, "we have no wind. We are drifting toward an island where the people are heathen, and |
fear they are cannibals." "What can | do?" asked Taylor. "I understand that you believe in God. | want you
to pray for wind." "All right, Captain, | will, but you must set the sail." "Why that's ridiculous! There's not
even the slightest breeze. Besides, the sailors will think I'm crazy." But finally, because of Taylor's
insistence, he agreed. Forty- five minutes later he returned and found the missionary still on his knees.
"You can stop praying now," said the captain. "We've got more wind than we know what to do with!"
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APPLICATION: Reflect on areas in your life where unbelief has crept in. Pray for God to strengthen your
faith and help you overcome any doubts. Consider journaling your prayers and the answers you receive to
remind yourself of God’s faithfulness.
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Il. Trust in Jesus’ Authority and Compassion
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Jesus' compassion for the boy and his father is evident as He rebukes the demon and heals the child
instantly. This act demonstrates His divine authority over all things, including the spiritual realm. It also
shows His readiness to respond to genuine pleas for help and His power to restore and heal completely.
Take for example, this deliverance from demonic possession...
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Matthew 8:16~17 - When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he
drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the
prophet Isaiah: “He took up our infirmities and bore our diseases."
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APPLICATION: When you face difficult situations, remember that Jesus has the authority to change
circumstances. Bring your needs and the needs of others before Him in prayer, trusting in His compassion
and power to heal and restore.
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During an especially trying time in the work of the China Inland Mission, Hudson Taylor wrote to his wife,
"We have twenty-five cents--and all the promises of God!”
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William Booth: "The greatness of a man’s power is the measure of his surrender.” If | may add: “...His
surrender to the Almighty God.”
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lll. Understand the Importance of Genuine Faith
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In a private moment, the disciples question Jesus about their inability to heal the boy. Jesus attributes their
failure to their "little faith.” He then makes an astounding statement: "If you have faith as small as a
mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be
impossible for you." This teaching emphasizes that it is not the quantity of faith that matters, but the
quality. Even the smallest genuine faith has incredible potential.
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Luke 17:5~6 - "The apostles said to the Lord, 'Increase our faith!' He replied, 'If you have faith as small as a
mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, "Be uprooted and planted in the sea," and it will obey

m

you.
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ILLUSTRATION: Consider a small match. It is tiny and seems insignificant, but when struck, it can start a fire
that burns an entire forest. Our faith, though small, can ignite great changes.
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APPLICATION: Identify a "mountain” in your life—something that seems insurmountable. Start with small
steps of faith, such as consistent prayer, seeking God’s guidance, and trusting His promises. Share your
journey with a friend or group for encouragement and support.
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Remember: Faith steps beyond the boundaries of what is humanly possible. God receives no glory from
what we can achieve on our own. True faith starts where our own abilities end.
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IV. Embrace the Potential of Faith
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The mustard seed is one of the smallest seeds, yet Jesus uses it to illustrate the immense power of true
faith. This tiny seed can grow into a large tree, symbolizing how faith, though seemingly small and



insignificant, can yield great and powerful results. Jesus assures us that with faith, nothing is impossible.
Mountains, representing seemingly insurmountable challenges, can be moved.
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Matthew 21:21~22 - Jesus replied, 'Truly | tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do
what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, "Go, throw yourself into the sea," and
it will be done. If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.
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Brett Blair, founder and owner of an online resource for pastors, wrote: “Faith understands that God
intervenes in the natural course of events; on the other hand, if the natural course of events should happen
to answer prayer--that which we call a coincidence--faith still believes God is present.”

KERDT=ODFA 54 ) ) —ADEIRETHY A —F—THAHILY b - TLT—[FRDELS
IBEVTLEY . [MEME, #ABRORYITEICNASNEIIEEDLELICERSE S,
—AT. BROFEYITENMFTYIZBEZ TN ELT—ENE BRI EEERDLDEA—.
FEMEPEY. HbELELIZHOBEEZELSELINDTH S,

APPLICATION: Embrace opportunities to exercise your faith in daily life. This could be stepping out in
service, speaking words of encouragement, or trusting God in financial decisions. Remember that even
small acts of faith can lead to significant outcomes.

HELEFOHTEMNEREIT FHETRITANTLEL D, TNE, BLFEHICHEALIETH
21U MELOSEENTAHACETH 1Y, HHAVWEEFHNTRIFICENTHEZEBRT S
ETH2YLFET, EMHhIDDEEARITPSHITETY, REGHRIZOENEHEWVNS
ETZBENIENTLCESLY,

Conclusion
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Brothers and sisters, Jesus’ teaching on faith challenges us to examine the depth and quality of our own
faith. Do we trust in God's power to move the mountains in our lives? Let us be encouraged that even faith
as small as a mustard seed holds immense potential. As we place our faith in God, we will witness His
power at work in and through us, enabling us to overcome the impossible.
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As we prepare for our scheduled prayer-walk today after the service, let us take this teaching on faith to
heart. Walking through our community, we may encounter various needs and challenges—spiritual,
physical, and emotional. As we pray, let us believe that God can move mountains in the lives of those we
are interceding for. Whether it's healing for the sick, comfort for the grieving, or hope for the despairing,
let our prayers be filled with faith in God's power and compassion.
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Prayer: “Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of faith and the assurance that even the smallest faith
in You can move mountains. Help us to trust in Your power and to cultivate a deep, genuine faith that relies
on You completely. Empower us to act in faith, confident in Your promises and Your ability to do the
impossible. Bless our prayer-walk today, and let us see Your mighty hand at work in our community. In
Jesus' name, we pray. Amen”
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