MIC Worship Service — 2024.07.21

Series: The Questions Jesus Asked U —X : 4 = ANET 0T 72E M

Title: "A Question About Sin and Grace" — [3E & AR 5 & [

Text: John 8:1~11, NIV

1But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the
people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them.? The teachers of the law and the Pharisees
brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group % and said to Jesus,
“Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. * In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such
women. Now what do you say?”  They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for
accusing him.

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on questioning
him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a
stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.

9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left,
with the woman still standing there. 19 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has
no one condemned you?”

11 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do | condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of
sin.”
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Introduction
Good morning, church. We continue our series "The Questions Jesus Asked" with a powerful and thought-

provoking passage from John 8:1~11. This is the story of the woman caught in adultery, where Jesus asks a
profound question that challenges us all.
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. The Trap and the Accusation — verses 3~6a
I. RL&EF-3~6aff

3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand
before the group # and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. ® In the Law
Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” %@ They were using this question as a
trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.

3THE, MEFEEHEL NV A AN, ZIEOLTHOLZ DN KEZHENLTHKT, BEAPIZILT

B, AATRICE-Tm, A, ZOLBFHEECHE THOZbNE L, 5 F—kidffEod
T, 2OV EZAFHBICT AL IREBICMETWET, bt SbhEdd, | 6afk
DIFA ZAEERTLHHABAZHELO)E, A ZRXEZRATIHIESTLDOTHoT,

The teachers of the law and the Pharisees bring a woman caught in adultery to Jesus, seeking to trap Him.
The Law of Moses indeed commands such a punishment (Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22), but their
motive is not justice—it's to find grounds to accuse Jesus.
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The Cultural Context: In the time of Jesus, stoning for adultery was a prescribed punishment, but rarely
implemented. The religious leaders wanted to see if Jesus would uphold the strict letter of the law or show
mercy, potentially undermining His authority.
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ILLUSTRATION: Imagine a courtroom where the judge is also the defense attorney. The woman is on trial,
and her accusers are ready to execute judgment. Yet, this Judge has the wisdom and authority to see
through the motivations behind the accusations.
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Il. Jesus’ Response — verses 6b~8
II. £ = RDHE-6b~8 i
60 Byt Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on

questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to
throw a stone at her.”  Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.
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Jesus' act of writing on the ground has been a subject of much speculation. While we do not know exactly
what He wrote, His action demonstrates His composure and wisdom in defusing the tension.

The Challenge: “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” This statement
forces the accusers to reflect on their own sinfulness.
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Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
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Matthew 7:1~5, where Jesus teaches about judging others, highlighting the importance of self-reflection
before condemning others.
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(The pastor didn’ t place the Bible verses here, but I will do so for Japanese ones,
just in case.)
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F.B. Meyer (1847~1929) was a Baptist pastor, teacher, and evangelist based in London, once remarked that
when we observe a brother or sister caught in sin, there are two (2) things we cannot know: First, we don't
know how much effort they put into resisting the sin. Second, we are unaware of the strength of the
temptations they faced.
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Additionally, we cannot be sure how we would have acted if we were in their situation...
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ILLUSTRATION: A man once criticized his neighbor for having a dirty window, only to realize that the dirt
was on his own window. This speaks to our tendency to judge others while ignoring our own faults.

HDHBN, BV ODFOENENLTHWD EHHILE LTz, L LEDOHIIX. BOORORIZS A
LTWeZ EIZR D& E L, 2L, BOOREZHEE L THAZBEHT 2T b O/ 24
%u/)‘(l/\ij‘o

III. The Outcome — verses 9~11
ITI. FER-9~11 %

9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left,
with the woman still standing there. 1° Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has
no one condemned you?” 1 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do | condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go
now and leave your life of sin.”
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Conviction of Conscience: The accusers, one by one, leave, beginning with the older ones who perhaps
recognize their sinfulness more acutely.
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Jesus asks the woman, "Where are they? Has no one condemned you?" Her response, “No one, sir,” leads
to Jesus’ powerful declaration: “Then neither do | condemn you. Go now and leave your life of sin.”
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John 5:24 - Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my [Jesus’] word and believes him who sent me has eternal
life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.
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Romans 8:1 - Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
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Colossians 1:13~14 - 3 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of the Son he loves, 24 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
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Colossians 2:13~14 - 13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made
you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 1* having canceled the charge of our legal
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.

gt A AN~DOFHK 2 & 13-14 i

IB3FEXDHIBIZHY, FLAOELN/2L, FATEEZETHST2o77-N %, #HidV X e
BIZENLTKEZWVWE L, FAEDHLDITXTOHFEEXZHM L, 4FL7-HICARR 72, xR lET
e BbEHEDN T TWHERIEEZEICL, £z HFRIZSIMFITIILTERYVBRVTLEEWN
¥ L7,

Life Application: Jesus offers grace and calls us to a transformed life. We are forgiven, but we are also
called to leave our life of sin.
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2 Corinthians 5:17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the
new is herel.

2 PA~DOFR H 5 F 1T Hi
TINDH, ZATHYXRIA DI BIZHERE, TDOAFHLIELNZETY, HV b
TEoT, WL, T_THHLI RV E LI,

Galatians 2:20 - | have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | now
live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
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IV. Key Takeaways
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A. Grace Over Judgment. Christian civility does not imply avoiding judgments about what is good and true.
In fact, it is impossible to be entirely nonjudgmental. Ironically, even accusing someone of being
judgmental is itself a judgmental act! However, our Lord Jesus Christ emphasizes grace and mercy over
judgment. How often do we, like the Pharisees, focus on the sins of others rather than our own need for
grace?
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B. Self-Reflection. Before condemning others, we should examine our own lives. Jesus’ words remind us
that we are all in need of forgiveness.
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C. Transformation. Jesus’ forgiveness is not a license to continue in sin but a call to transformation. His
command, “Go now and leave your life of sin,” challenges us to live differently.
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Conclusion

As we reflect on this passage, let’s remember that Jesus’ question to the woman—“Where are they? Has
no one condemned you?”—invites us to experience His grace. In a world quick to judge, let us be people
who extend mercy and grace, recognizing our own need for it. Let’s pray for the strength to leave our sins
behind and live transformed lives for His glory.

COFEHERVIRY 2N L, HEHIXEZICWETE, bbbt iZE 2 TE o0
T, | EWVWIHIA T AOEME, B T AOELEFEKTHEHIBENTCWHLEEZF
T, TCICFHZ D ET2HICH- T, BTN ALEEARLETHD Z Eand., Btk
B EHEZDEHEITRDEL X9, 3’%7&%}’(\ FEORKEDT=DIZEZ NI NEEZAEZXD I EHT
DROTWEEL XD,

PRAYER: “Heavenly Father, we thank You for the grace and mercy You have shown us through Jesus. Help
us to extend that same grace to others and to live lives that reflect Your love and forgiveness. Guide us to
leave behind our old ways and walk in the new life You have given us. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.”
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