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Waiting Well
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| recently had the very great pleasure of speaking at one of the most prestigious
universities in Japan, thanks to an invitation from one of the finest university lecturers
in Japan, Mr Pierre Babineau. | had the opportunity to share with students about the
work of Deaf Ministries International and more importantly why we do the work that

we do.
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On the surface, the answer to that ‘why?’ question is because the governments of
developing countries cannot afford to support the Deaf there, so there is need for us to
step in and help. At a deeper level, the reason that we do this work is because of our
faith in and love for Jesus.

Specifically, as the Bible words it, “We love because he first loved us”. (1 John 4:19)
We love others because the love of Christ motivates and compels us to love others.
We want to show compassion and mercy to others because we have received

compassion and mercy from Christ.
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So | was both saddened and touched when one of the students listening wrote this in
their report: “| was very impressed because I've never heard of a Christian who wants
to be merciful like Jesus Christ. | thought all Christians were Christians just to get to
heaven.”
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It's certainly true that our end goal is heaven. In Luke 10 we read the following
account:

“The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in
your name.”

[Jesus] replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. | have given you authority
to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy;
nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but

rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” Luke 10:17-20
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So clearly, our endgame is entering heaven for eternity. But the thing we must

understand is that eternity doesn't start when we die; it starts when we are born again.



Eternal life is a present position. It is effective now. And understanding this will
determine the manner in which we wait either for Christ to return or for us to pass

away (which ever should come first).
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Christian pastor and author Don Carson wrote, "It is one thing to wait for the Lord’s
coming; it is another to wait well”. Today we're going to look at what it means to wait

well for the Lord’s coming, and we're going to do this by looking at two things:
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1. Waiting well by living out our purpose, and

2. Waiting well by understanding our purpose
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You might think it makes more sense to talk about the understanding of our purpose
first and then move onto to living out that purpose. But today I'm going to do it the

other way around. | hope the reason for that will become clear to you.
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Waiting for God is an active matter, not a passive one. To wait for God actively means
to live out our purpose. We were saved for a purpose beyond just entering heaven. We

were saved for a purpose here on earth.
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The apostle Peter said, “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter 4:10)

This is active waiting (in the context of serving others).
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The apostle Paul said, “I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”
Philippians 4:13 Again, active waiting (in the context of personal, everyday Christian

living).
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Jesus, getting to the very heart of discipleship said, “Whoever wants to be my disciple
must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24) This

illuminates the very essence of active waiting. (It's internal, external and sacrificial).
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In the Psalms it also says,

“May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face shine on us— [why?]

so that your ways may be known on earth,
your salvation among all nations.”

Psalm 67:1,2
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We have a natural inclination to focus on verse 1 more than verse 2. Verse 1 is the
blessing. Verse 2 is the reason or purpose for the blessing. Most of us would just

rather have the blessing and not have to think about the purpose of the blessing.
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We are blessed (saved) for a purpose beyond just entering heaven. Waiting for the
Lord involves showing the compassion and mercy of Jesus to others. It involves sharing
the gospel, not our opinions. It involves making God and His ways known to others (as

verse 2 says).
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Our efforts to show the compassion and mercy of Jesus and make God known, will
sometimes bring very rewarding responses, and sometimes bring opposition.
Waiting actively for the Lord will sometimes involve an element of suffering and

persecution, just as it will sometimes involve great joy.
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I've bored you enough with some of my own adventures and sufferings. Let me share

with you two others
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i.  Lill Muir, [image] Neville's widow, was the co-founder of DMI. She said, “My desire
is still to share His goodness with others. Sometimes that goes well, sometimes not
so well, but | always keep my hope to help people.” | asked her how she coped with
many of the hardships she faced along the way. She said, “The first thing is to pray.
| have to pray and God hears my prayers. If | hadn’t done that and kept a love for
people in my heart, | would have struggled.” Lill is a model of waiting for the Lord

and showing, over a lifetime, His mercy to others.

ii. Hatun Tash [image] is another. You can find her online. She is a young woman of
Turkish descent, but now of British citizenship. She was once a Muslim and now
shares her love for Jesus because she is so in love with Jesus. Because of this she
is mercilessly attacked. She has been struck in the face, had her face slashed with
a knife, and been abused in other ways. There is a death threat on her life. But she
doesn't stop making God known, and showing the compassion and mercy of Christ
to others. She says she can't stop making God known and sharing the compassion

and mercy of Christ to others.
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Our desire then, as is Lill’'s and Hatun’s, is to - as the Kindai student said - be merciful

like Jesus Christ in displaying the love of God to others.
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In my experience, the mercy of Jesus is often best expressed, not in a single event, but
in perseverance over time and amidst challenges. James writes this in his letter: “As
you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s
perseverance [and Lill's and Hatun’s] and have seen what the Lord finally brought

about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.” James 5:11
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My encouragement to you is to be wise and gentle and merciful and loving and fo
persevere as you make God known. Don’t withdraw when the going gets tough or when
you face rejection. In 1 Corinthians 3, Paul talks about the quality of our work being
tested by fire. “If [our work] is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be
saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames.” (1 Cor 3:15) Don’t be

one who escapes through the flames. Be one whose work lasts through eternity.
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Again, don’t withdraw. We have not been given a spirit of timidity. Get bold. Like the
disciples did in Acts chapter 4. When faced with persecution, they got together and
prayed, “Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your
word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and

wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
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Listen to that again and see how they wait for God:

Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with
great boldness. (Pray). Stretch out your hand to heal (Mercy and compassion) and
perform signs and wonders (Make God known) through the name of your holy servant
Jesus (God glorified).
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It's good to emulate/copy Christians we admire. Those Christians we emulate - maybe
Lill, maybe Hatun, maybe some in this room, certainly the example of the early

disciples - help us to live out our purpose in waiting for the Lord:
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We persevere in showing the love and compassion of Jesus to others, in big and small

ways, building eternal riches, as we wait for Jesus.
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So, that’s living out our purpose. Now let's look at:

DEYEND, MAHDENERICTEWVWDS ZLIT2EAY XS,

Understanding our purpose
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The tricky thing here, and the reason I'm talking about understanding our purpose after
talking about living out our purpose, is because the manner of living out our purpose

can actually led us to a misunderstanding of our purpose.
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The great theologian James Packer expresses his serious concern in this area. He is
rightly worried that many Christians set themselves up for failure with unrealistic
expectations of our new selves and our new lives in Christ. When we first come to
Christ there is often a honeymoon period. Everything works out well. Our lives are
changing. Old sinful habits are left behind and new, healthy, exciting ways of living

begin.
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Internally, we cradle the thought that ‘l won’t sin any more’! That part of my life is
over! Externally, we create expectations and work towards ministries that are vibrant

and successful.
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But Satan is at work, prowling around like a lion, waiting to devour. More importantly,

God is also at work, allowing us to be tempted, allowing us to fail, disciplining us when



we fall - and fall again, we will. In fact, sometimes we experience, after we begin our
Christian journey, more temptation and greater failure - within our selves and in our

efforts to show mercy and compassion to others.
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Why does this happen? Why does God allow this to happen to us? Why do we allow

this to happen to ourselves? Paul is just as perplexed as we are:
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! have the desire to do what is good, but | cannot carry it out. For | do not do the good /
want to do, but the evil | do not want to do—this | keep on doing. Now if | do what | do
not want to do, it is no longer | who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. So I find
this law at work: Although | want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner
being | delight in God’s law, but | see another law at work in me, waging war against
the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. What
a wretched man | am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to

death? Romans 7:18b-24
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Paul’s response to this dilemma is to praise God:
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25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!
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God allows these challenges and frustrations so that, simply, we may learn to rely on
Him more, and not ourselves. Packer captures this more fully in his book Knowing God.
He says that we develop unrealistic expectations of our new selves and our new lives

in Christ because of 6 things:
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“we do not understand New Testament teaching on sanctification and Christian
warfare,

we do not understand the meaning of growth in grace,

we do not understand the operations of indwelling sin,

we have confused the Christian life on earth with the Christian life as it will be in
heaven,

we misconceived the psychology of Christian obedience (Spirit-prompted activity, not
Spirit-prompted passivity).

But most of all we lose sight of the method and purpose of Grace.”
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Avoiding the wnrealities of the Christian faith - that we will rarely fail once we become
Christians - is an important part of growing in our faith and an important part of
understanding our purpose as we wait for the Lord. By understanding the realities of
the Christian faith, we come to understand God's grace all the more and we glory in it

and Him.
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Waiting well for the Lord involves living out our purpose and understanding our
purpose. Yes, our endgame is heaven, but our current game is demonstrating the love
and compassion of Jesus to those around us in bold but realistic ways. And the way we
play our current game - the way that we wait for heaven - will ultimately depend on

what we understand heaven to be.

Lo< W& (LonWe) ZFLELZCIE. TBWEL A AEEZXY] . [ILD
DEMEER] §52LTY, 7-L2IC. I-HORKEZIEIRETTA. WELLBD
LEAETniEhoanwz eid, 842 L TERNEAEATATIOE (WD LA) &
NAZFBEDALICRT ZERDTY, T L TH=HBN [COHTOBEZED L S I1T



S 2FY [REZEDELSICH2D] B BROEIA REZED LS ICEET
LMD >TNDHDTY,

John Piper has written a book called ‘God is the Gospel’ which he has made free online
in pdf format. | recommend it. He says this (and listen carefully because this has

challenged me more than anything | have read in a long time):
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The critical question for our generation—and for every generation— is this: If you could
have heaven, with no sickness, and with all the friends you ever had on earth, and all
the food you ever liked, and all the leisure activities you ever enjoyed, and all the
natural beauties you ever saw, all the physical pleasures you ever tasted, and no
human conflict or any natural disasters, could you be satisfied with heaven, if Christ
were not there?

John Piper, God is the Gospel
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Be honest. Could you be satisfied with heaven (however wonderful it was), if Christ
were not there?

The answer must be ‘no’! Otherwise we are just loving the blessings but not the
blesser!

We would have a Santa Claus faith that says, ‘Just give me what | want and then go

away for another year.’
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Waiting well for God means
= Actively sharing the mercy and compassion of Jesus with others

Having a realistic understanding of our purpose and coming to know the wonderful

place and work of grace in our lives

- Learning to fall in love with Jesus all over again.
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| hope this message reinvigorates your faith and sharpens your spiritual senses so that
you can say with all your heart and demonstrate in the way you wait for the Lord, ‘I

love Jesus more than anything else in this world'.

Pray.
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