MIC Worship Service — 2024.12.08
Title: “Hope in the Waiting” 155 i e A
Text: Isaiah 9:1~7, NIV

1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the
Sea, beyond the Jordan— 2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the
land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they
rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. # For as in
the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor. ° Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be
destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. © For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He
will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and
righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.
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Introduction

Advent is a season in the Christian liturgical calendar that marks the beginning of the church year and
focuses on preparing for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ (Christmas) and His eventual second
coming. The term "Advent" comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning "coming"” or "arrival.”
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Advent is a time of waiting, a season of anticipation and hope. Isaiah 9:1~7 gives us a powerful message of
light breaking into the darkness, reminding us that God’s promises are sure, even in the most challenging
times.
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We begin with Isaiah 9:1, a verse that sets the stage for the hope-filled prophecy that follows:
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1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled
the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he [God] will honor Galilee of the nations, by
the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—
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. Hope for the Humbled: The Promise of Transformation — verse 1
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Isaiah 9:1 refers to the lands of Zebulun and Naphtali, which were the first to fall under Assyrian conquest.
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2 Kings 15:29 - In the time of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria came and took ljon, Abel
Beth Maakah, Janoah, Kedesh and Hazor. He took Gilead and Galilee, including all the land of Naphtali, and
deported the people to Assyria.
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These territories, part of the northern kingdom (of Israel), were plunged into despair, exile, and spiritual
darkness. They were dismissed as unimportant—ordinary places with little significance. Yet God promised
to redeem them, transforming them into a place of honor.
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This prophecy found its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ. Galilee, once a land of gloom, became the
starting point of His ministry. In Matthew 4:13~16, we read how Jesus brought light to this region, fulfilling
Isaiah’s words in 9:1~2:
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13| eaving Nazareth, he [Jesus] went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of
Zebulun and Naphtali— * to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:
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APPLICATION: Are there areas in your life that feel broken, insignificant, or forgotten? Just as God
transformed Galilee, He can redeem those areas and use them for His glory.
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Reflect on the places in your life where you need God’s light to shine and ask Him to bring His
transformation. This leads us to the next point...
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1. The Light Shines in the Darkness — verse 2
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2The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light
has dawned.
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What does darkness represent? For Israel, the darkness symbolized spiritual despair, moral corruption,
and political oppression under Assyrian domination. For us, it may represent sin, fear, or hopelessness in a
broken world.
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Jesus as the Light. In John 8:12, Jesus declares, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” This light breaks through the deepest gloom,
bringing hope and direction to those who trust Him.
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ILLUSTRATION: When the Israelites were trapped between the Red Sea and Pharaoh’s army, they saw no
way forward. They were in despair.
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Exodus 14:10, 13-14 - As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians,
marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the Lord.




13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will
bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 24 The Lord will fight for you; you
need only to be still.”
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Yet God parted the waters, bringing light and deliverance to their impossible situation.
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Exodus 14:19~22 - 19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and
went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, 2° coming between
the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light
to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long. 2! Then Moses stretched out his hand over
the sea, and all that night the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry

land. The waters were divided, ?? and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of
water on their right and on their left.
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APPLICATION: Identify one area in your life where you feel stuck or overwhelmed. Ask God to shine His
light, guiding you to a path of hope and healing.
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I would like to suggest another practical step: Share this light with someone in need by offering
encouragement or prayer this week.
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. Joy in God’s Promises — verse 3
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3You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the
harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder.
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God'’s faithfulness brings joy. The prophet Isaiah assures us that God’s promises lead to joy, even in the
waiting. The imagery of a harvest and victorious warriors captures the relief and celebration that come
when God’s plans unfold.
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ILLUSTRATION: Simeon waited his entire life to see the Messiah. When he held baby Jesus in the temple,
his joy was overwhelming because God’s promise had been fulfilled.
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Luke 2:25~32 - 261t had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen
the Lord’s Messiah. 2” Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in
the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 22 Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying: 2 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 3* which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 32 a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.”
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Romans 15:13 reminds us when Paul thought of God’s work among the Gentiles and prayed: “May the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him.”
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APPLICATION: This Advent, focus on cultivating joy by reflecting on God’s promises. It’s worth-repeating
what | said last time that you should consider starting a gratitude journal to record daily blessings.
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V. Victory Belongs to the Lord — verse 4
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4For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.
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Midian’s defeat is actually a victory through God’s power. The reference to Midian recalls Gideon’s
miraculous victory, where 300 men defeated a vast army with God'’s intervention (Judges 6~7). This
emphasizes that deliverance comes not by human strength but by God’s power.

RF4 T vOBALIL, BEIIMONCEABAITT, ST 4T UA~DE KL, HONT AL ST
300 AN KEEFT B - 72X 7 4 OFIRBA (LRFL6-7 %) 2BV S¥FEd, Zh
1. SRS AN DTN L > TTIEAR<, MO E - THEbE&ENDZ L2 L TWET,

Zechariah 4:6 reminds us: “Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the Lord Almighty.
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APPLICATION: Reflect on a current challenge you face. Surrender it to God, trusting in His power to bring
victory.
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V. The Child Who Brings Eternal Peace — verses 6~7
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% For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of
the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.
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There’s no denying that our Lord Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of this prophecy.
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Each title reveals Jesus’ character and mission:
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1. Wonderful Counselor. He provides wisdom for every decision.
1. REBRBERE : FITHOLP LRI EL G A T TFEWVET,

James 1:5 - If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding
fault, and it will be given to you.
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2. Mighty God. His power is unmatched.
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Matthew 28:18 - Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me.
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3. Everlasting Father. His care is eternal.
3. KBEDR: EDW-DL LATAKETT,
John 10:28 - | give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.
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4. Prince of Peace. He reconciles us to God and one another.
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Ephesians 2:14 - For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the
barrier, the dividing wall of
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APPLICATION: Meditate on one of these titles each day this week. Let it guide how you approach your
relationship with Christ and others.
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Conclusion

Isaiah’s prophecy reminds us of God’s unchanging faithfulness. The light that dawned in Galilee through
Christ now shines in our lives, bringing hope, joy, and peace.
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1. Where do you need God'’s light to shine in your life today?
2. How can you share the hope of Christ with someone this Advent season? Maybe you can write a note of
encouragement to someone who may feel overwhelmed, including Isaiah 9:6.
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Closing Prayer: "Lord, thank You for bringing light into our darkness. Help us to trust Your promises, even in
the waiting. Let Your hope, love, joy, and peace fill our hearts this Advent season. Use us to share Your light
with those around us. In Jesus’ name, Amen."
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