15/12/2015

Good evening and Welcome to Minoh International Church. My apologies that
Pastor Joseph is not here this evening and for the fact that you have to put up

with me. But, before | go any further, let me just point this out - Nothing about

today, this service, your presence here or what will happen later this evening is

an event of chance. Everything was, is and will be a part of God’s plan. So, for

those of you who are here for the first time, we welcome you with open hearts
and thank God that this moment in time was chosen for you to be a part of our

church family.

HES A, EREBESERANLDY ZZ, SRIEV a 7RI ETHEZ L, L
TEIAICADRATHIEZL TWZhARITNIEAEL AW E2BEVOLAITNIL
BmYEEA, LHL, SROZE, ZOIFEDZE, HBRIZNZIZICVWEIE, T
LTESRIDILFRICEZAZ L. WINLBARAOHEETIEHY FHA, TN
TIFRDFTEDO—ETHY . STORFHLHDFTEDO—FLTHY ., INHr LRI DI
EHLHDEERDTY, TIND, O TIDHEICESNTZESAICBEALE
WEBWET, SRIV-BHEEIZ. 0DZHVWTEIAZEEL, HESALTD
DHEDRIE BEDAVRN—=) O—BERD-0I12, ZOBEBIRIEIN-DEL
WO ZEamIC—RHLET,

Let's talk about presents. How can there be Christmas without any presents,
right? My son wants a Cat boy car and a boost color-changing car. | have no idea
what he’s talking about. My wife has a long list of stuff but the good thing is |

can’t read her handwriting!

TIEHEEFITEBIIC, 7VURITRADTLEYMIODWTHFLLEFLELED, ARSI A

X, 7LEYFDBEVWT YRR RBATHY ZABEVWER > TVWARDTIFHRWTL &
IDTHIZLDEFIE. ZURARRICF ¥y Yy PR—ADELT—IFDEHNLCBL
DEDLDZELLRDEEZMLN>TVWET, RAICIEZNAEARBLELRHLON I
XU b EFtA, ZLTEIPOLRDEIFZ, TLEY FOBRA~VWI X ZEE
WTWB LD TTA, TR EICHICEBOFEZOXFIIRFEAAERDT
EML



So, what do you want for Christmas?
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Here are some interesting Christmas-related spending trends from around the

world:
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According to Statista.com, the Christmas present most desired by U.S.
consumers in 2024 is MONEY.
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According to Google.com, the average American spends $900 on Christmas every

year with 71% of that being spent on presents.
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According to finder.com. Brits are expected to spend an average of 596 pounds

on Christmas presents in 2024.
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According to the toy maker Bandai, Japanese people spend an average of ¥7,718

for the presents under the Christmas tree in 2023.
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According to worldatlas.com, Romanians spend the highest proportion of monthly

income on Christmas at 32%.

worldatlas.comiZ &k B &, IWL—=ZT7 AIZFBID32% % 7 1) AT RXIZEPLT & U
J

According to worldremit.com, Filipinos spend $614 at Christmas with 60% of that
going to food.
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And finally according to worldremit.com, Canadians spend the most money on

Christmas at $1,717 with 55% of that being spent on Christmas presents.
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Christmas is without doubt my favorite time of the year. In fact, | love Christmas
so much that it is an all-year celebration for me. Just ask my wife! As some of
you might know | had a very rough childhood. Things were tough. In fact, things
were so tough that these days | look forward to every challenge that life throws
at me. The ray of hope that | have always held on to was that it would eventually
be Christmas time. As a child, Christmas time meant getting new tailor-made
clothes, buying new shoes, listening to Jim Reeves and BoneyM, going to Church

and spending a wonderful time with my immediate and extended family.
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How about you? What were your Christmas memories growing up? What did

Christmas mean to you? Anyone willing to share------ .
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Unfortunately | had to grow up and now | get to live the Christmas Season as an
adult. Tough times still follow me around. In fact, October and November were
really challenging months for my wife and myself. Lots of heartache and pain.
But just like every year until now, its Chirstmas time and my heart is once again

feeling good.
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| still love Christmas but the Christmas season also makes me sad. It makes me
sad not because | miss the things | did as a child, but because Christmas has
become so commercial that very few people seem to even know why we

celebrate Christmas in the first place.



IS THI7 URATADKRFETTA, 7IVRATR - =XV EREELEFESH
DTHLHY ET, TNREGENEVNI &, FELDEZBWVWHLTELLGSEN D
TEHEL, ZIVRRZDHEVICHEENICAYTETCWT, ZHZHAREI VR
YRR DD EZMOIBE WAL ETAND LA BT,

Think about the Christmas season, both here in Japan and around the

world-«---- .this is what we usually get

1. Santa Claus:-«+----- nice guy but he's been stealing the show for far too long
2. Presents:--- Really? Do you give presents or get presents when its your
birthday? You get presents, right? It’s your birthday so you get
presents---.BUT Christmas is not YOUR birthday, its HIS, you should be giving
HIM something:-----

Christmas Trees?

Cake?

New Clothes?

New Shoes?

Lavish Food?

Mariah Carey with her All | want for Christmas is You------
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Christmas Parties?
10. Stockings? Reindeer? Elves?:----- .
11. KFC?
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11.KFC?

The list goes on-«++-++--
| love Christmas and enjy most of the things | mentioned BUT really?--------- /s all
of that really Christmas?
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Every year when the Christmas season comes around and MY LIFE is consumed
by the things I've just mentioned, MY HEART aches. My heart aches because |

know that is not what Christmas is supposed to be.
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Christmas is love - A season to understand the love of God for each and
everyone of us.
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Christmas is hope - A season to realize that only in Jesus Christ can we find
hope. A hope that will never fade, no matter what the circumstances in our lives.
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Christmas is joy - A season to welcome the One who can fill your heart with a
joy that will never burn out, no matter the grief, sadness or sorrow you might
face.

JVRARRIBEV-ECAREBEPLPELAICEALTH, RLTHRRIREZZ DR
WEOTHRZZLDLEmIZL T 3BH DI AN ZEETT,

Christmas is peace - A season to experience the Peace of God that transcends
all human confusion and chaos.

Y RRRIZFEM— AEOEIECELZBHET 2HOFM 245 (KR ¥ 55
T,

First and foremost, Christmas should be about Jesus. The sad truth is that many

people still dont know who Jesus is. Sometimes as Christians | think we can take
that for granted. We assume that people know Jesus and therefore when we
explain that ‘Christmas is celebrating the birth of Jesus’, people understand what
we mean. No, they don’t. Jesus is just a name for many people. We need to

follow up. We need to ask ‘Do you know who Jesus is? Now, that might seem like

a pushy question------ .but bear with me for a moment.
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John 6:35 NIV

35 Then Jesus declared, “l am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never

go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.
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John 8:12 NIV
12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “| am the light of the

world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of

life.
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John 10:14-15 NIV

14 | am the good shepherd; | know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just

as the Father knows me and | know the Father—and | lay down my life for the

sheep.
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John 11:25 NIV

25 Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in

me will live, even though they die;
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Do you know who Jesus is?
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It’'s not a pushy question my friends. Its the best question you could ever ask a
person. Telling somebody about Jesus is introducing them to the bread of life, to
the light of the world, to the good shepherd and to the resurrection and the life.
There is nothing to top that!
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So, why was Jesus born?
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Jesus was born so that HE could die on the cross for us.
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John 3:16 New International Version
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
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Philippians 2:8-11 New International Version

8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to death— even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,10 that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth,11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.
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Christmas is God fulfilling his promise to save us, once and for all. 7he greatest
gift to mankind was born on Christmas day. No present could ever top that. The

day you understand that, the day you decide to carry that message in your heart

will be the day, you will never again ask for another Christmas present.

JUARRENE, AR BEHONRERI-TEWSI ZETY, BEBAFE~D
RADIE YL, 2 UITIDAICEFNE L7, TNICER T LEY Ml
HWEEA, TOZEEERL, ZOXyE—V%BICHE S ERLLIEZDAD
b, BRICIFZEETVRIRATLEY FERLWEIZRHAELRDZTL £,

So, this Christmas, do you want to get a really nice present? Do you want a

present that will last a lifetime and beyond?
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If your answer is YES, then ask Jesus to enter your life.
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This Christmas, do you want to give a really nice present?
Then tell someone about the greatest gift to mankind-JESUS.
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Once you do that, | assure you, you will not need any of the commercial aspects

of this wonderful season to feel its hope, its love, its joy, or its peace.
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Romans 10:9-13 New International Version

9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that
you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith
and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be
put to shame.”[a] 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the
same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone

who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
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Merry Christmas Everyone. Let’s make sure that we know the ‘true reason’ for

this wonderful ‘season’.
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Let us Pray
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Dear Lord, we thank you for another Christmas season come,
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We thank you for the love, joy, peace and hope for everyone
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We thank you for our families, our friends and the people we meet
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At home, at work, online and on the streets
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Give us the courage this year we pray
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To share your truth each and every day
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You are the reason for this wonderful season
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You are the greatest gift for us we know
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So your gift to others help us to show
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As we kneel before you King of Kings and Prince of Peace
FOE, FHOEFTHEHBRIZOBNICOIET & E,

Heal us, Redeem us, Put our minds at ease.
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So as our hearts unite in prayer today
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Bless us in all that we do and say.
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In Jesus name, we pray Amen.
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