MIC Worship Service — 2024.12.22
Title: “The Greatest Gift of Christmas”
Text: Luke 2:8~14, NIV
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8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. ° An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. *° But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people. * Today in the town of David a Savior has been
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. ¥ This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying,

1 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
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Introduction



Christmas is a season of giving, receiving, and celebrating. People exchange gifts as a sign of
love and joy. But amidst all the festivities, have you ever paused to reflect on the greatest gift
of all? This afternoon, let us discover how the message of Christmas is not only good news
but life-changing news. It's the story of God giving His ultimate gift—His Son, Jesus

Christ—to a world in need of hope, healing, and salvation.
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I. The Announcement of the Gift - Luke 2:10~11
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“‘But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great joy
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you, He is the
Messiah, the Lord.””
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ILLUSTRATION: Imagine being a shepherd in the fields—an ordinary worker overlooked by

society. Yet God chose to send His angels to them. The announcement wasn’t made in
palaces but to humble people, showing that God’s gift is for everyone, regardless of status or

background.
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This is consistent with God’s character. Isaiah 9:6 foretells, “For to us a child is born, to us a
son is given...” Notice the personal pronoun “fo us”—this gift is deeply personal.
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APPLICATION:

For Believers: Let this Christmas remind you of the joy of your salvation. Share this
good news with others who may not know Christ yet.

e For non-Christians: The message of Christmas is that God sees you and loves you. His
gift is offered personally to you TODAY!
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Il. The Nature of the Gift - Luke 2:12
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“This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
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ILLUSTRATION: Consider the humility of Jesus’ birth. The King of kings was not born in luxury
but in a lowly manger. This speaks of God’s willingness to meet us in our brokenness. Jesus
didn’t come to condemn but to rescue and restore (John 3:17).
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Philippians 2:6~8 describes how Jesus, being in very nature God, humbled Himself to take the

form of a servant and become obedient to death—even death on a cross.
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¢ Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to

his own advantage; ” rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!
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APPLICATION:

o For Believers: Are you modeling Christ’s humility in your life? This Christmas, seek to
serve others and reflect Jesus’ love.
o Fornon-Christians: God is not distant. He came down to your level because He desires

a relationship with you.
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lll. The Purpose of the Gift - Luke 2:14
H.BEYHOEK - LAICKZETE2E 145

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests.”
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ILLUSTRATION: True peace cannot be bought with money or achieved through human effort.

Jesus is called the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) because He reconciles us with God,

ourselves, and others. His death and resurrection provide forgiveness of sins and eternal life.
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Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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APPLICATION:

o For Believers: Let Christ's peace reign in your hearts and relationships. Forgive those
who have wronged you, just as God forgave you.

o Fornon-Christians: Are you searching for peace? This gift is available through Jesus.
Accept Him as your Savior and experience a “peace that surpasses understanding”
(Philippians 4:7).
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Conclusion



God’s gift of Jesus is the greatest gift because it meets humanity’s deepest need—
salvation. This gift is free, but it's not cheap. It cost God His only Son. All He asks is for

you to receive it by faith. &
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ILLUSTRATION: A gift under the Christmas tree is only yours if you unwrap it and claim

it as your own. The same is true of Jesus. Will you receive Him today?
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CALL TO ACTION:

o To Believers: Share the joy of this gift. Be a light in your community and point others to
the Savior.
e To Non-Christians: This Christmas, don’t just celebrate the season—embrace the

Greatest Gift, the Savior Jesus Christ Himself. Let Him transform your life.
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Closing Prayer: "Lord, thank You for the Gift of Your Son. Help us to celebrate Him not only

today but every day. For those who know You, may this season reignite our joy and
commitment to You. For those still searching, may they open their hearts to the Savior and

receive the Greatest Gift of all. Amen.”

Bhomy @ L, HFEVIEBMICRBLET, HAE-EZHN>TWEIALIZEST, 7V
ARRAEWVWSEFHD, FA-BICEUVAESZTNET LI, ZL T, HRI-~DEBEZB U




AUTCETANDZEERY £T L0, oo HBFLDI L2 FTIBEBLKRKDODTLWDIALD, &
WEICOZRE, RbBRERGEYYERITME I EATEET LIS, T—X v, |

Merry Christmas! May this season draw you closer to the heart of God.
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