MIC Worship Service — 2025.01.05 New Year Message
Title: “Rooted in Christ: A New Year’s Foundation”
Text: Colossians 2:6~7 (NIV)
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s So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in
him, - rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and
overflowing with thankfulness.
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Introduction

The beginning of a new year often inspires us to set goals, make resolutions, and reflect on
what truly matters. As we step into 2025, the Word of God offers us a powerful reminder of
where our focus should be. Paul’s exhortation in Colossians 2:6~7 calls us to continue our
journey in Christ, firmly rooted in Him, and growing in faith and gratitude. Let us explore
how this passage can guide our lives in the year ahead.
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I. Receive Christ Jesus as Lord
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Paul begins by reminding the Colossians of their initial commitment to Christ. The Christian

journey starts with acknowledging Jesus as Lord. This is more than a one-time decision; it’s a
daily surrender.
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Romans 10:9~10 - «If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. «For it is with your heart that you
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.
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John 1:12 - Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God—
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ILLUSTRATION: Think of a marriage. The wedding day is a defining moment, but the
relationship must grow daily. In the same way, receiving Christ as Lord is the start of an
ongoing relationship.
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APPLICATION: As we enter the new year, ask yourself: Have I fully surrendered every area
of my life to Christ? Reaffirm your commitment to follow Him, no matter what lies ahead.

HEEZLZBHIIHEY., ROESICBELTHELELEDS., [FIFBEZTOAEDHL
WHAEZX )R MIELIZRERTWWSEAS507?]
COEMIBAIEH. FURAPMIES EVSIREZHRDTHLESAICHERLTE
bWV=WERWET,

1. Continue to Live in Him
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Paul’s call to “continue to live your lives in him [Christ]” (v.6) emphasizes perseverance. The
Christian walk is not static; it’s an ongoing journey of faith and obedience.
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John 15:4~5 - sRemain in me [Christ], as | also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. s “l am
the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in you, you will bear much

fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
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Galatians 2:20 - | have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in
me. The life | now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.
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ILLUSTRATION: Imagine a tree planted by streams of water, as described in Psalm 1:3. Its life
and growth depend on its connection to the source. Similarly, our spiritual vitality depends
on staying connected to Christ.
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“That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and
whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do prospers.”
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APPLICATION: Make it a priority in 2025 to deepen your daily walk with Christ through
prayer, Scripture reading, and fellowship with other believers.
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11l. Be Rooted and Built Up in Him
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Paul uses the metaphor of a tree and a building to illustrate spiritual growth. Being rooted
speaks of depth, while being built up speaks of progress.
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Jeremiah 17:7~8 —-“But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in
him. sThey will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It
does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of
drought and never fails to bear fruit.”
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Ephesians 2:19~22 - »Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow
citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, »built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. »In him the
whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. zAnd in him
you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
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ILLUSTRATION: Think of the Tower of Pisa. Its famous lean reminds us that a weak
foundation leads to instability. Similarly, we must be firmly rooted in Christ to withstand
life’s storms.
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APPLICATION: Examine your spiritual foundation. Are you firmly rooted in Christ’'s Word and
His promises? Commit to studying the Bible more intentionally this year.



HE-DENGLIE (BEB) FESITLEOIN?RNTHTLES L, B,
FURLOHEELXFIVRAMDHRIZLOMY ERELTVLEI N ?SEIFK, £
CERMIZ (BELT) BEZERILFHNRLELSTEHY FEAD,

IV. Strengthened in the Faith as You Were Taught
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Spiritual strength comes from knowing and applying God’s Word. Paul encourages believers
to grow in their understanding of the gospel.
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Hebrews 5:12~14 - =In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not
solid food! sAnyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the
teaching about righteousness. »But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have
trained themselves to distinquish good from evil.
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2 Timothy 3:16~17 - «All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, »so that the servant of God= may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work.
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ILLUSTRATION: Athletes train consistently to build strength. In the same way, spiritual
disciplines strengthen our faith over time.
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APPLICATION: Join a Bible study group or find a mentor to help you grow in your
understanding of Scripture in 2025.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy%203%3A16-17%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29871a
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V. Overflowing with Thankfulness
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A heart rooted in Christ is naturally grateful. Gratitude reflects our recognition of God’s
grace and provision.
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1 Thessalonians 5:16~18 - «Rejoice always, vpray continually, =give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
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Philippians 4:6~7 - sDo not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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ILLUSTRATION: Like a cup overflowing with water, our lives should overflow with gratitude,
spilling out to bless others.
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APPLICATION: Start a gratitude journal this year. Record daily blessings and answered
prayers as a reminder of God'’s faithfulness.
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Conclusion



As we begin 2025, let Colossians 2:6~7 be our roadmap. Receive Christ as Lord, continue to
live in Him, be rooted and built up, strengthen your faith, and overflow with gratitude. Let

us commit to making this year one of spiritual growth and deepening our relationship with
Christ.
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Challenge: Take a moment today to reflect on how you will intentionally grow in each of
these areas in the coming year. Share your commitment with a trusted friend or family
member for accountability.
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Closing Prayer: “Lord, thank You for the gift of a new year. Help us to stay rooted in Christ,
growing in faith and overflowing with gratitude. May our lives reflect Your love and grace. In
Jesus’ name, amen.”
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