MIC Worship Service — 2025.01.19
Series: Foundations of Faith
Title: “Building on the Rock”
Text: Matthew 7:24~27
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24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a
wise man who built his house on the rock. ? The rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the
rock. %6 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is
like a foolish man who built his house on sand.?” The rain came down, the streams rose, and

the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”
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Introduction

Last Sunday, | heard JL and Christelle sharing their experience traveling to JL's hometown in
the Philippines. A usual bus ride that would normally take about eight hours stretched into an
exhausting 17 hours! The aftermath of a recent typhoon had left many roads badly damaged
and impassable. Landslides and floods had taken out parts of the road—an understandable
consequence of a natural calamity. However, what frustrated them most was discovering that
long stretches of roads were so easily damaged because they were poorly constructed. It
turned out that many of these roads lacked the necessary steel bars in their foundation,
leaving them weak and vulnerable. The calamity revealed a critical flaw: the roads’

foundations had not been properly laid or fortified!
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In the conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus uses a similar vivid illustration to drive
home a crucial point concerning the foundation of our own life: the importance of not just
hearing His words but putting them into practice. He presents two builders as a metaphor
for two types of people, emphasizing that our choices and obedience determine whether our

lives can withstand the inevitable storms of life.
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The key question is: What does it mean to build your life on the Rock? Jesus challenges us

to reflect on this foundational question as we consider how His teachings shape our lives.
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l. Hearing Without Doing Is Dangerous
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Jesus begins by describing the person who hears His words and puts them into practice,
contrasting it with the one who does not. The foolish builder hears but fails to act, resulting in
a house built on sand. When storms come, the house collapses because its foundation was

unstable.
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Obedience to Christ is not just an option; it is the essential difference between standing firm
and falling apart. James 1:22 reminds us: “Do not merely listen to the word, and so

deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” Are we merely listeners, or are we obedient disciples?
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A. The Danger of Neglect The foolish builder’'s problem is not ignorance but neglect. Ezekiel
33:31~32 (NLT) describes people who hear the Word of God but do not act on it:
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31 So my people come pretending to be sincere and sit before you. They listen to your words,
but they have no intention of doing what you say. Their mouths are full of lustful words, and
their hearts seek only after money. 32 You are very entertaining to them, like someone who
sings love songs with a beautiful voice or plays fine music on an instrument. They hear what

you say, but they don’t act on it!
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B. Sand Represents Worldly Values A life built on career, possessions, or popularity—while
seemingly secure—is ultimately unstable. When we rely on human wisdom or superficial

success, we set ourselves up for failure.
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ILLUSTRATION: Imagine someone building a house without properly securing its foundation

because they wanted to save time or money. It may look fine initially, but the first storm

reveals its flaws.
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1. Building on the Rock Means Putting God’s Word Into Practice
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On the other hand, Jesus commends the wise builder who hears His words and acts on them.
This person’s life is anchored on obedience to God’s truth. The storms of life—be it trials,

temptations, or challenges—cannot shake them because they are rooted in Christ.
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Psalm 18:2 declares: “The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my
rock, in whom [ take refuge.” Obedience to God’s Word is not about perfection but about

faithfulness and trust in His promises.
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ILLUSTRATION: A young missionary couple serving in a remote area faced immense

challenges, including limited resources, cultural barriers, and health issues. Despite these
hardships, they remained faithful to God’s calling, choosing obedience over convenience. Their
steadfast commitment, anchored in their trust in God's promises, became a testimony of

resilience and faith, demonstrating the strength of building their lives on the Rock.
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lll.  Storms Are Inevitable, but a Firm Foundation Brings Hope
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Jesus doesn’t promise a life free from storms. In fact, storms are a part of life. They test our

faith and reveal the strength of our foundation.
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2 Corinthians 4:8~9 proclaims: We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed, perplexed,

but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned, struck down, but not destroyed.
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APPLICATION: Reflect on what areas of your life may be built on sand rather than the solid

Rock. Are there aspects of your life where you trust more in yourself than in God?
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IV. The Choice Is Ours: Sand or Rock?
IV.#H 28?2 L WLHREREBIEBHDTHDTT

Jesus concludes with a challenge: Will you build your life on the shifting sands of human
wisdom and self-reliance, or will you anchor your life on the solid rock of His Word? The

choice is ours to make, but the consequences are eternal.
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Joshua 24:15 echoes this call: “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve... But as

for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”
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Practical Steps:

1. Commit to regular Bible reading. A strong foundation requires daily nourishment from
God’s Word.

2. Apply what you learn. True discipleship involves aligning our actions with God’s
commands.

3. Cultivate accountability. Partner with a trusted friend or mentor to help you live out
your faith.
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Challenge: Identify one area this week where you can practice obedience and prioritize God’s
Word.
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Conclusion

In Jesus’ illustration of the two builders, both houses may appear identical from the outside.
However, the true foundation of each life is often hidden, only revealed and tested by the

storms. These storms, representing challenges and trials, come from both heaven (rain) and
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earth (floods). As we close, reflect on the foundation of your life. Are you building on the Rock
by living out God’s Word in obedience, or are you settling for the shaky ground of mere words

and intentions?
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Let us commit to being wise builders, anchoring our lives on Christ, so that when the storms

come, we will stand firm and glorify God through our endurance.
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INVITATION: If you've been building on sand, today is the day to start building on the Rock by

trusting and obeying Jesus.
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