MIC Worship Service — 2025.01.26

Series: Foundations of Faith

Title: “Abiding in the Vine: A Life Connected to Christ”
Text: John 15:1~13, 17, NIV
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L4 am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. ? He cuts off every branch in me that
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more
fruittul. 3 You are already clean because of the word | have spoken to you. * Remain in me, as /
also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can

you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

°“l am the vine: you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in you, you will bear much
fruit: apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that
is thrown away and withers,; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. ” If
you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. ® This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my

disciples.

Y “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. *° If you keep my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s commands and remain
in his love. ¥ | have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be
complete. 2 My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you.*®> Greater love has no

one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
17 This is my command: Love each other.
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Introduction

Good morning, church! Today we’ll look into one of the most profound metaphors in the
Bible—Jesus as the Vine, and we as His branches. This passage in John 15:1~17 invites us
to examine our connection to Christ and what it means to "abide”in Him. It's not a casual
relationship; it's a life-giving, life-sustaining connection. | want to challenge us all today to

consider this: Are we truly abiding in the Vine, or are we living on the fringes of the faith?
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There's a humorous story about a man who tried to grow a garden. He was really excited
about planting vines, but he didn’t take time to study what makes a vine thrive. Instead, he
just stuck some branches into the soil and waited for fruit to appear. When it didn’t, he was
shocked! To make up for the fruitlessness of his effort, he bought luscious looking grapes
made of rubber and hang them in his so-called “vineyard”. It's funny, but isn’t it true of how
many of us try to live the Christian life? We try to "produce fruit” without staying connected to

Jesus.

FEHEEAS L LT-H2BEHO0EAVWVBHEZLELL D, BITTRTVOKREER 5 Z L IC—EBDH
ICBR>TWE LD, AT RTOREEIPoTHESE2DN 5288 RTINS A2 h
272D TT, TDORbY ., HELIBEZR L TCELNBRDI2DEFHLE LT, LHLRJE D DKRIFE
ZREOEBATL, BITZDEEICYa v 72T E LTz, ENLRLRVDOEIEDHEDLE ST
WIZ, BALRIFTLTTELERLZYD BBYOT FVZEWL, Whpd [7 KT ICH%k
LTHmbL7DTYT, TABREDLAETTA, DLEATHTLIZE N, TDZEF, 7D
DELDNTVAF v VEFEEAIELTWDIDERLUTIEAWTL LD, FAZeBE. 1T X
EORMVIEITEI R, [REFEIFTS] L LTWBOTIERWVLTL & 5D,

Today, let's explore how we can truly abide in Christ, stay connected to the Vine, and see the

fruit of the Spirit blossom in our lives.
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l. The True Vine (John 15:1)
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In verse 1, Jesus declares, “f am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.” This is
the first and most foundational truth in this passage. Jesus is the #rve Vine. In the Old

Testament, Israel was often depicted as a vine (e.g., Psalm 80:8~19, Isaiah 5:1~7).
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Isaiah 5:1~7 - / will sing for the one | love a song about his vineyard: My loved one had a
vineyard on a fertile hillside. ? He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the
choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well. Then he looked for
a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit. ® “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and
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people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.

“What more could have been done for my vineyard than | have done for it? When | looked for
good grapes, why did it yield only bad?® Now I will tell you what | am going to do to my
vineyard: | will take away its hedge, and it will be destroyed; | will break down its wall, and it
will be trampled. | will make it a wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and

thorns will grow there. | will command the clouds not to rain on it.”” The vineyard of

the Lord Almighty is the nation of Israel, and the people of Judah are the vines he delighted in.

And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed, for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.
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In short, Israel failed to be the fruitful vine that God intended. Jesus now declares Himself as
the true Vine—the One who perfectly fulfills God's will.
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This is more than just a title. It's a declaration that all spiritual life flows through Him alone.
As the vine provides nourishment to the branches, so Jesus is the Source of Life for believers.
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e Hebrews 1:3a — The Son [Jesus Christ] is the radiance of God'’s glory and the exact

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.

e Colossians 2:6 - ¢ So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live

your lives in him

e Colossians 2:13 - ¥ When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your

flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins
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We cannot live the Christian life apart from Him. It’s not just about doing good things or

following rules—it's about being connected to Him, the True Source of Life.
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1. The Father's Role as the Gardener (John 15:1~2)
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Verse 2 tells us that, "He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every

branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.” The Father is
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the Gardener, and His goal is fruitfulness. This truth, though, can be a little unsettling. Jesus
tells us that some branches are cut off because they do not bear fruit. This is a sobering
reminder that fruitlessness is not an option for the believer. However, let’s remember that

these verses talk about fruitfulness and NOT about salvation---
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A Bible commentator explains: “The verb translated ‘cut off’ (Greek, “airei”) means literally ‘to
lift up’ or ‘to take away’. The idea is that the Father lifts up unproductive branches from
the ground, a practice commonly used in ancient vineyard care. Vineyard workers would lift
the vines off the soil to allow them to receive more sunlight and better conditions for fruit-

bearing. This care ensures that the vines are positioned to thrive and become more fruitful.
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On the other hand, for those who are connected to the Vine and bearing fruit, the Father

prunes us. This pruning may involve discipline, challenges, and trials, but it’s all for our

growth.
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Hebrews 12:10~11 - ¥ They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God
disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. ** No discipline seems

pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness

and peace for those who have been trained by it.
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Pruning is painful, but it's necessary for greater fruitfulness and holiness.
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. Abiding in the Vine (John 15:4~5)
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Jesus commands us in verse 4, “Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear

fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in
me.” To abide means to remain, to stay connected, and to continue in a relationship with

Christ. This is not a one-time decision; it's a daily, ongoing choice to stay close to Jesus.
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One of the greatest struggles in the Christian life is the temptation to drift. We can get so busy
with work, family, and life that we forget to “abide.” Yet, Jesus makes it clear that apart from

Him, we can do nothing.
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The apostle Paul beautifully illustrates this in Galatians 2:20 when he says, "1 have been

crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me."” Our lives are to be so
intertwined with Christ that we are in constant dependence on Him.
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APPLICATION: How do we abide in the Vine? It's through prayer, reading His Word, fellowship

with other believers, and living out His commandments. It's through practicing the presence of

God in everyday life.
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IV.  Bearing Fruit John 15:5~8)
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In verse 5, Jesus continues, “/ am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and |
in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” The ultimate goal of
our connection to Christ is fruitfulness. Not just any fruit, but fruit that glorifies God. In fact,
in verse 8, Jesus says, “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples.” Fruit-bearing is the evidence of discipleship. It's not about
guantity; it’'s about the quality of the fruit.
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What does fruit look like in the life of a believer? It's not just about outward actions, but about

the transformation of our hearts and minds. In Galatians 5:22~23, Paul lists the fruit of the

Spirit: love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-

control. These are the kinds of fruit that flow from a life connected to Jesus.
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In Matthew 7:16~20, Jesus said, “By their fruit you will recognize them.” Fruitfulness is the

natural result of abiding in Christ. Think about an apple tree: if the tree is healthy and well-
watered, it will naturally bear apples. In the same way, when we are connected to the Vine,

the fruit of the Spirit will naturally flow from us.
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V. The Importance of Love (John 15:9~17)
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In the next verses, Jesus connects the idea of abiding with love. In verse 9, He says, “As the
Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.” Love is the foundation
of our relationship with Christ. He loved us first, and our response to that love is to remain in it

and share it with others.
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The Apostle John, in his first epistle, writes in 1 John 4:19, “We love because He first loved
us.” Our love for God and others flows out of the love He has shown us. When we abide in

Jesus, His love transforms us and compels us to love others.
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APPLICATION: Abiding in the Vine isn’t just about personal growth; it's about loving others. In

a world that desperately needs love, we are called to be conduits of Christ's love.

B RNESDORICEEFEFDRZ L IE. AARNBREROI-OEITTIEHY) FHA, BEZ2YEICLE
ELTWBZOHAT, A= BIEFFIVRIAMNDEZEADEBELERDLOIOKDOONTWEDTT,

Conclusion

In closing, we've learned today that abiding in the Vine is the key to a fruitful Christian life. As
branches, we must stay connected to the true Vine—Jesus Christ. The Father is the Gardener,
and He desires that we bear fruit. Through daily communion with Christ, prayer, and
obedience to His Word, we will experience growth and transformation. And remember, the
ultimate purpose of bearing fruit is to glorify God and make His love known to the world.
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So let me ask you today: Are you abiding in the Vine? What kind of fruit are producing in your
life?1f not, | encourage you to reconnect with the Source of Life, Jesus Christ. As you do, you

will bear much fruit, and God will be glorified.
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Let's pray.

Closing Prayer: “Lord, thank You for being the true Vine, the Source of all life and spiritual

fruit. Help us to remain in You, to abide in Your love, and to bear fruit that glorifies Your name.
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Prune us where necessary, and strengthen our connection to You. May our lives reflect Your

character and draw others to You. In Jesus' name, Amen.”
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