MIC Worship Service — 2025.02.02
Series: The Strength of Being Built Up
Title: “The Light of Salvation”

Text: Luke 2:22~35, NIV
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22\\hen the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and
Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 2 (as it is written in the Law of the
Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), ** and to offer a sacrifice in

keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”

' Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. %1t had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 2 Moved
by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to
do for him what the custom of the Law required, 2 Simeon took him in his arms and praised

God, saying:

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. * For
my eyes have seen your salvation, ** which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: % a

light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.”

8 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. ** Then Simeon blessed
them and said to Mary, his mother: “7This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against® so that the thoughts of many

hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
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Introduction

Life often leaves us searching for hope. Like Simeon in our passage today, we long for

assurance that the struggles we face are not in vain. Luke 2:22~35 offers us a glimpse into

God’s answer to our longing. Through the presentation of Jesus at the temple, we see the
fulfillment of a long-awaited promise: sa/vation through Christ, the Light of the world. This

event reminds us that in Jesus, we 7find not only salvation but also the strength to live

faithfully, no matter the challenges we encounter.
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I. A Promise Fulfilled (vv. 22~28)

. ¥IRDOBAETL (22-28 &)



Mary and Joseph bring Jesus to the temple to fulfill the requirements of the Law. Their
obedience reminds us that God’s plans unfold in His timing and through ordinary acts of

faithfulness.
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Enter Simeon. The Holy Spirit reveals to him that he would see the Messiah (the Christ)
before his death. Simeon’s anticipation mirrors the hope of all who trust in God’s promises.
When he sees Jesus, he declares, “My eyes have seen your salvation” (v.30). Simeon
recognizes that this child is the fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan, the Light for revelation to

the Gentiles and the glory of Israel.
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Psalm 27:14 tells us to "Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage."” God

has His own timeline. Galatians 4:4~5 highlights how God sent His Son in the fullness of time

to redeem us.
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‘ But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the

law, ° to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship
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ILLUSTRATION: Before moving to Japan, my family experienced a season of uncertainty. We

were preparing to do ministry in Kanagawa-ken, but our religious activities visa took so long to
process that we started wondering if it would ever come. Meanwhile, the new pastor replacing
me at our former church needed to move in, so we had to find a temporary place to stay. |
decided to pursue further studies instead and was even granted a scholarship at a seminary
that provided housing for families like ours. My wife began exploring work opportunities,
where we could enroll Jodie as she was about to go school too. Everything seemed to fall into
place. Then, out of nowhere, our visa was approved! All those carefully laid plans had to be
abandoned as we packed our bags and prepared for a new chapter. Looking back, it was clear

that God’s timing was perfect and that His plans always take precedence over ours.
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APPLICATION: God’s promises are trustworthy. Like Simeon, we are called to wait on the Lord

with expectant hope. How often do we miss His work because we're focused on our timeline

instead of His?
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Il. The Light of Salvation (vv. 29~32)
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2 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. * For
my eyes have seen your salvation, ** which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: % a

light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.”
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Simeon’s song, often called the Nunc Dimittis, reveals the universal scope of salvation in

Jesus. He proclaims that Jesus is a /light for the Gentiles and the glory of Israel. The imagery

of light points to Christ’s role in illuminating the darkness of sin and guiding all peop/e into the
truth.
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This light is not exclusive. /t’s for all who turn to Him in faith, breaking down barriers of

ethnicity, status, and background. Jesus’ coming signals the dawn of God’s kingdom, where

salvation is available to everyone.
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Isaiah 49:6 declares, "/ will also make you a light for the Gentiles [non-Jews], that my

salvation may reach to the ends of the earth."” John 8:12 records Jesus’ words, “/ am the

light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light
of life.”
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APPLICATION: How does Jesus’ light shine in your life? Are you reflecting His light to others?

Many people are overshadowed by confusion and despair. We are called to point others to
the hope found in Christ.
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lll. Strengthened by His Presence (vv. 34~35)
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% Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause

the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against® so that

the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
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Simeon blesses Mary and Joseph but also gives a sobering prophecy. He foretells the division
Jesus will bring—a “sign that will be spoken against” (v.34). Jesus’ presence reveals the

thoughts of hearts, calling people to decide whether they will follow Him.
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Simeon’s words to Mary foreshadow the suffering she will endure as she watches her Son’s
ultimate sacrifice on the Cross. Yet even in this, God’s presence strengthens those who trust

in Him.
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Hebrews 4:15~16 reminds us that Jesus understands our weaknesses and invites us to

approach God’s throne with confidence. John 16:33 assures us, “/n this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.”
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ILLUSTRATION: Consider a lighthouse standing firm during a storm. It doesn’t stop the waves,

but it provides guidance and hope. Similarly, Jesus doesn’t promise a life free of trials, but He

gives us the strength to endure as we walk in His presence.
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APPLICATION: Are you leaning on Christ in times of difficulty? Just as Mary and Joseph

experienced both joy and sorrow, we too will face challenges. Yet, through the Holy Spirit, we

are strengthened by His abiding presence.
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Conclusion

The presentation of Jesus at the temple points us to the heart of the gospel: God has

provided salvation through His Son. In Jesus, we find the light that overcomes darkness and

the strength to face life’s trials. Like Simeon, may we live with eyes of faith, rejoicing in the

salvation God has revealed to us.
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Call to Action:

1. If you are walking in darkness, turn to Jesus, the Light of the world. His salvation is for

you.



2. For those who follow Christ, let His light shine through your life, bringing hope to
others.

3. Trustin God’s promises, knowing that His presence strengthens you in every season.
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Let us leave today with the same assurance Simeon had: God'’s salvation has come, and His

presence will sustain us as we walk in the light of His grace.
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