MIC Worship Service — 2025.02.09
Series: The Strength of Being Built Up
Title: "Building with Eternal Materials"
Text: 1 Corinthians 3:10~15, NIV
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10 By the grace God has given me, | laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is
building on it. But each one should build with care. * For no one can lay any foundation other
than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. %2 If anyone builds on this foundation using
gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, *2 their work will be shown for what it

is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the
quality of each person’s work. ¥ If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a
reward. ¥ If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only

as one escaping through the flames.
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Introduction

In January 2025, a 74-year-old truck driver in Yashio, Saitama Prefecture, near Tokyo, was
tragically trapped when a massive sinkhole, approximately 10 meters wide and deep, suddenly
opened beneath his vehicle. (L& IZ
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The sinkhole was caused by water leakage from a corroded sewage pipe, which weakened the

soil beneath the road.
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Rescue efforts were hampered by the appearance of a second sinkhole, which merged with

the first, doubling its size and causing further complications.
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Despite the deployment of extensive rescue equipment, the man's fate remains uncertain.
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This incident highlights the broader issue of decaying sewage infrastructure in Japan, where

similar sinkholes appear frequently, posing a significant risk.
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This tragic event underscores the critical importance of building and maintaining our

infrastructure with durable, reliable materials.
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Just as the integrity of a road depends on the quality of its construction and upkeep, so too

does the foundation of our faith and lives depend on the materials we choose to build upon.
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In 1 Corinthians 3:10~15, the Apostle Paul emphasizes the necessity of building our lives on

the solid foundation of Jesus Christ, using materials that will withstand the tests of time and

eternity.
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I. Build Your Life on Christ Alone — verse 10
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10 By the grace God has given me, | laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is

building on it. But each one should build with care.
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A. Paul uses the original Greek word o 0 ¢ 6 ¢ (sophos), meaning “wise” or skillful, to
describe the kind of builder we should be.
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B. The foundation is Jesus Christ, and there is no substitute (v.11).
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1 Corinthians 3:11 - For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which

/s Jesus Christ
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C. Just as a house is only as strong as its foundation, our faith and ministry must be built on
Christ alone.
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Isaiah 28:16 - So this is what the Sovereign Lord says. “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested

stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who relies on it will never be

Stricken with panic.
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Ephesians 2:20 - built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus

himself as the chief cornerstone.
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Indeed, if Jesus is not the foundation of our life, whatever we build will eventually crumble.
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APPLICATION: Are we building our lives on Christ, or are we relying on temporary things like

success, possessions, or human approval?
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Il. Invest in What Will Last Forever - verse 12
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2 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw
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Paul contrasts materials that endure fire (gold, silver, costly stones) with those that burn

easily (wood, hay, straw). These materials symbolize:
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A. Gold, silver, costly stones — Acts of faith, obedience, love, and truth that align with God's

will
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The word T ¢ uia (timia) for "costly”or "precious”emphasizes things of great value. What

we do for Christ with sincerity and truth has eternal worth.
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Matthew 6:19~20 — %° “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and

vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. % But store up for yourselves

treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break

in and steal.
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1 Corinthians 13:13 - And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of

these is love.
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B. Wood, hay, straw — Superficial, self-centered works, worldly pursuits, and teachings that

lack eternal value.
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Colossians 3:1~2 - Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things

above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. ? Set your minds on things above, not
on earthly things.
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APPLICATION: Are we investing in things that last forever—God’s Word, souls, and His

kingdom—or in things that will perish?
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lll. Prepare for God's Ultimate Test - verse 13
. HORBORRICIER 5-13 &0

3 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be

revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work.
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The fire represents God’s judgment, testing the sincerity and faithfulness of our service.

Superficial deeds will be consumed, but genuine, Christ-centered work will remain.
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2 Corinthians 5:10 - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that

each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or
bad.
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Nothing but what is truly done for Christ will stand the fire.
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APPLICATION: If Christ evaluated our life today, what would remain? Let us serve with

integrity and devotion to Him.
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IV. Strive for Eternal Rewards - verse 14~15
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M If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. ¥ If it is burned up, the
builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the

flames.
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A. This passage reminds us that salvation is by grace, not works.
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Ephesians 2:8~9 - é For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from

yourselves, it is the gift of God—? not by works, so that no one can boast.
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B. However, our faithfulness determines our rewards.
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Matthew 25:21 — “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been

faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your

master’s happiness!’
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Some will enter heaven but with no reward, having wasted their opportunities.
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The word i t 0 86 ¢ (misthos) in verse 14, means "wages”or "reward,” emphasizing that

God sees and honors every faithful work.
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ILLUSTRATION: Someone shared online this quote found in an orphanage in Calcutta, India:
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“If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish ulterior motives. Be kind anyway.
What you've spent years building, someone could destroy overnight. Build anyway.
The good you do today people will often forget tomorrow. Do good anyway.

Give the world the best you have and it may never be enough. Give the world the best

you've got anyway.
You see in the final analysis, it's between YOU AND YOUR GOD ANYWAY.”
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Hebrews 6:10 - God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown

him as you have helped his people and continue to help them.
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APPLICATION: Let’s strive to hear Jesus say, "Well done, good and faithful servant!”
(Matthew 25:23).
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Conclusion

&
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The story of two builders reminds us that only what is built on Christ with eternal materials

will last. May we examine our lives and ministries to ensure we are building wisely.
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Let us invest in God’s kingdom, serve with sincerity, and ensure that what we build will stand

the test of eternity.
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Closing Prayer: “Lord, help us to build with eternal materials. Strengthen our hearts to live and

serve for Your glory alone. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
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