MIC Worship Service — 2025.02.16

Series: The Strength of Being Built Up

Title: “The Church: Built Together in Love as God'’s Dwelling”
Text: Ephesians 2:19~22, NIV
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9 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God'’s
people and also members of his household, % built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. % In him the whole building is
Joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. % And in him you too are being

built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
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Introduction

On February 14, Valentine’s Day is celebrated with chocolates, cards, and tokens of affection.

But how much do we really know about the man behind the name?
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The story of Saint Valentinus is shrouded in legend, yet historical accounts suggest that
multiple third-century martyrs bore the same name.
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Among them were a Roman priest, a bishop from Interamna (an ancient Roman town located

in central Italy), and a Christian from the Roman province of Africa.
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The most well-known Valentinus was a priest in Rome who defied Emperor Claudius II's

decree.
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At the time, Claudius faced challenges recruiting soldiers, as many young men were reluctant

to commit to 25 years of military service, unwilling to leave behind their loved ones.
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In response, the emperor banned all marriages and engagements, believing it would

encourage enlistment.
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Despite this, Valentinus continued to perform wedding ceremonies in secret, helping soldiers

marry their beloved in defiance of the law.
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Eventually, Valentinus was discovered, arrested, and sentenced to death for his actions. He

was brutally beaten and executed on February 14, around the year 269.
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Over two centuries later, Pope Gelasius officially designated February 14 as a day to
commemorate Valentinus’ bravery, replacing the Roman pagan festival of Lupercalia with a

celebration of sacrificial love and faithfulness.
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It’s not surprising that February is often called the “month of love.”
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While the world focuses on romance, the Bible teaches us about a greater, deeper love—the
love of God that unites His people in Christ.
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The Church is not just an organization but a family, built together in love as God's dwelling

place.
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Today, we will explore how God calls us to love and build strong relationships in His
household.
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I. Embrace Your Identity in God's Family — verse 19
. HOREELTDTATYT1T14— (BOHVETHZIDD) 2FIFANDS —19 &

9 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s

people and also members of his household
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A. God’s love transforms us from outsiders to beloved members of His family.
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In Christ, we belong—not because of our background or achievements but because of His

grace.
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John 1:12 — But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to

become children of God.
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Through Christ, we are adopted into God’s family, making every believer a spiritual brother or
sister.
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Romans 8:16~17b -  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God'’s

children. *” Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer, was a German Lutheran pastor, neo-orthodox theologian and anti-Nazi
dissident, wrote, “Christianity means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ. No

Christian community is more or less than this.”
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B. Just as a family thrives on love, trust, and commitment, the Church flourishes when we
embrace one another in love.
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Romans 12:10 — Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.
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APPLICATION:

-
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1. Love our church family as our spiritual home. The Church is not just a gathering place;
it is a family—a spiritual home where believers belong, grow, and serve together.
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2. Practice mutual love and support. In a healthy home, family members care for one
another.
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The early Church exemplified this by sharing their lives, meeting each other's needs, and
encouraging one another in faith (Acts 2:42 ~47).
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Galatians 6:2 - Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
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Loving our church family means praying for one another, offering help in times of need, and
building each other up in Christ.
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1 Thessalonians 5:11 - Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in

fact you are doing.
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3. Commit yourself to help build unity in the body Christ.
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Just as family members don’t walk away at the first sign of conflict, loving our church family

requires commitment.
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Ephesians 4:3 urges us to “make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the

bond of peace.”
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This means resolving conflicts biblically (Matthew 18:15~17), serving with humility

(Philippians 2:3~4), and prioritizing love above personal preferences (1 Peter 4:8).
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Il. Build on the Foundation of Christ’s Love — verse 20
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2 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the

chief cornerstone.

20 BL/=DTATEEEFBEE L VO S EEDLICETOATEY, FUIP - 1 TXTHEIFD
HEAETYT,

Every strong relationship—whether in marriage, friendships, or church community—must be

built on the right foundation.
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The love of Christ is that foundation, providing stability, purpose, and unity. When we build

on anything else, relationships crumble.
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1 Corinthians 3:11 — For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is

Jesus Christ
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1 John 4:19 — We love because He first loved us.
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Romans 5:8 - But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
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Tim Keller, was an American Presbyterian pastor, preacher, theologian, and Christian
apologist, wrote, “To be loved but not known is comforting but superficial. To be known and
not loved is our greatest fear. But to be fully known and truly loved is what we need.”
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APPLICATION:
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1. Build relationships with Christ at the center, not just emotions or personal gain.
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When Jesus is at the center, love is selfless (1 Corinthians 13:4~7), relationships are
strengthened by faith and grace (Colossians 3:14), and unity reflects God’s purpose rather

than fleeting desires.
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2. Let your love be sacrificial and selfless, just as Christ loved the Church. Love that

reflects Christ is sacrificial and selfless, putting others before ourselves, just as Jesus gave
His life for the Church.
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Ephesians 5:25, 28~30 - % Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and

gave himself up for her ---% In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their

own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. % After all, no one ever hated their own body,
but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— * for we are members
of his body
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Philippians 2:3~4 - % Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility

value others above yourselves, * not looking to your own interests but each of you to the

interests of the others.
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3. Seek God's wisdom in choosing friends, mentors, and a future spouse.
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Choosing friends, mentors, and a future spouse requires God’s wisdom, as the people we

surround ourselves with greatly influence our faith and character.
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Proverbs 13:20 — Walk with the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm.
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1 Corinthians 15:33 - Do not be misled. “Bad company corrupts good character.”
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Seeking His guidance through prayer and Scripture ensures that our relationships are built on

godly principles, leading to spiritual growth and lasting unity (James 1:5).
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2 Corinthians 6:14 - Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness

and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?
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lll. Grow Together in Love as God’s Dwelling — verses 21~22
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2L In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the

Lord. % And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives

by his Spirit.
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Love is not static—it grows. Just as a marriage, friendship, or church community must be

nurtured, the Church grows when believers are committed to loving one another.
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God is building us into His temple, where His love is displayed to the world.
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1 Peter 2:5 — You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house.
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Colossians 2:2 — That their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love.

AOHAANDFER 2ZB28—2 FAltL. CDALBLDICEIE L FZF BICE > TRUE
DIh, HiEE L > TEDLLDEFHEEIEL, HDHEETHIF I FEEICHES L SICH B
BT,

Francis Chan, is an American Protestant author, teacher, and preacher, who said, “7he
Church is a group of redeemed people that live and serve together in such a way that their

lives and communities are transformed.”
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APPLICATION:
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1. Prioritize unity and reconciliation in your relationships.
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Colossians 3:13~14 - ¥ Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a

grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. ™ And over all these virtues put

on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
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2. Grow in love through acts of service, humility, and generosity. True love grows when

expressed through service, humility, and generosity.
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Our Lord Jesus demonstrated by washing His disciples’ feet and giving His life for others (John
13:12~15, Philippians 2:3~5).
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When we serve with a selfless heart, put others before ourselves, and give generously, we

reflect God’s love and strengthen our relationships in Christ (Galatians 5:13, 1 John 3:18).
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Conclusion
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God has called us into His household, built on Christ’s love and growing together as His

dwelling place.
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This February, let us not just celebrate romantic love but embrace the deeper, lasting love of
God that binds His Church together.
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Call to Action:
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« Embrace your identity in God’s family.
e Build your relationships on the foundation of Christ’s love.

o Grow together in love as a reflection of God’s presence.
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May our church be a place where the love of Christ is evident in every relationship, every

home, and every heart. Amen!
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