MIC Worship Service — 2025.02.23

Series: The Strength of Being Built Up

Title: “Living Stones. Built Up into a Spiritual House”
Text: 1 Peter 2:4~5, NIV
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4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to
him—*® you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy

priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
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Introduction
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Good morning, Brethren! This is how our congregation looks like without the Young Adults (YAs)

--- as they are all in a special trip/retreat.
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However, we are here by divine appointment, united by faith, hope, and love. Today, we delve into
the richness of God's Word to find nourishment for our souls and inspiration to live out our faith
boldly.
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A.W. Tozer once said, "The Word of God well understood and religiously obeyed is the shortest
route to spiritual perfection. And we must not select a few favorite passages to the exclusion of

others. Nothing less than a whole Bible can make a whole Christian.”
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Indeed, we are called to be whole Christians, not just in name, but in spirit and truth. We are

called to be living stones, building a spiritual house, as we read in 1 Peter 2:4~5.
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In ancient times, stones were carefully selected and placed together to build magnificent
temples. The Apostle Peter uses this imagery to describe believers as "fiving stones"”who are

being built into a spiritual house.
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Today, we'll explore what it means to be part of this spiritual house, how we are connected to the

Living Stone—Jesus Christ—and the implications for our lives as a holy priesthood.
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I. Christ: The Living Stone — verse 4

L *¥URF&EITFZRAE

“As you come to him [Christ], the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and

precious to him---"
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A. Christ's rejection. Jesus was rejected by the religious leaders (Mark 8:31) and crucified by

those He came to save (John 1:11).
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Mark 8:31 - He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be

killed and after three days rise again.
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John 1:11 — He [Jesus Christ] came to that which was his own [people], but his own [people],
did not receive him.

ANZOREE 1Z118§—11 COHETHDDL (CICFS DS, THSDEIXZZFIIAAL
o 7=,

Yet, He was chosen and precious to God.
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Isaiah 28:16 - So this is what the Sovereign Lord says: “See, | lay a stone in Zion, a tested

stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation, the one who relies on it will never be

stricken with panic.
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B. Christ's vitality. Unlike inanimate stones, Jesus is the living Stone—resurrected and alive

forevermore.
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Revelation 1:18 - /am the Living One; | was dead, and now look, | am alive for ever and
ever! And | hold the keys of death and Hades.
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APPLICATION: Just as Christ was rejected, we too may face rejection for our faith. Yet, like

Christ, we are precious and chosen by God.
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John 15:18~19 - 8 “/f the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. ¥ The world would

love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I chose

you to come out of the world, so it hates you.
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ILLUSTRATION: Living stones in history: Early Christians faced rejection and persecution, yet

they stood firm as living stones, forming the foundation of the church today. | recommend that

you read Foxe'’s Book of Martyrs.
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Il. Believers: Living Stones - verse ba
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“You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house---"
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A. Mutual identity. We are not isolated stones; we are being built together. Our faith is personal
but not private—it's communal.
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ILLUSTRATION: Construction of temples: Just as ancient stones were meticulously placed to

build a temple, God is placing each of us in His spiritual house with purpose and precision.
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Ephesians 2:19-22 - ¥ Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow

citizens with God'’s people and also members of his household, % built on the foundation of the

apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. % In him the whole

building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. # And in him you too

are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
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B. Unity and diversity. Each stone has a unique shape and purpose, just as each believer has
unique gifts. Together, we form the body of Christ.
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1 Corinthians 12:4~7 -  There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes

them. ® There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. ¢ There are different kinds of

working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. ” Now to each one the

manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.
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APPLICATION: Are we allowing God to fit us together with others in the church? Are we fostering

unity or division?
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lll. A Holy Priesthood - verse 5b
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“--to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
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A. Our calling. In the Old Testament, priests were only chosen from the tribe of Levi. They acted
as mediators between God and people by offering sacrifices. In Christ, we are all called to be a
holy priesthood.
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Revelation 1:6 - and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to

him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.
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B. Spiritual sacrifices. What are they?
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e Worship and praise
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Hebrews 13:15 - Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—

the fruit of lips that openly profess his name.
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e Good works and generosity
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Hebrews 13:16 - And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such

sacrifices God is pleased.
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e A Life of Obedience and holiness
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Romans 12:1 - Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.
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APPLICATION: Are we living out our calling as a holy priesthood? What spiritual sacrifices are we

offering today?
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Conclusion
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We are living stones, connected to Christ, the Living Stone.
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Together, we are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual

sacrifices to God.
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Let us embrace this identity, live out our calling, and glorify God as His chosen people.
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How?
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1. Connect and commit. £ngage in fellowship, recognizing that we are part of a spiritual

house. Find ways to build each other up (Hebrews 10:24~25).
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2. Serve as priests. £Embrace our role in God’s kingdom, offering worship, service, and

sactifice.
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3. Stand firm in rejection. Remember that Christ was rejected first. Stand firm in faith,

knowing you are chosen and precious to God.
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Prayer: “Heavenly Father, thank You for choosing us as living stones to be part of Your spiritual
house. Help us to live out our calling as a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices pleasing to
You. Unite us as Your people and empower us to reflect Christ in all we do. In Jesus’ name,

Amen.”
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