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Good morning. My name is Hisaya Takahashi.
Today I have chosen a scene that took place during the last week of Jesus' journey to the
cross. There are characters in both TV dramas and movies. If we know deeply about the

ideas behind those characters, we can enjoy the whole story more or be deeply moved by it.
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I would like to share with you today's text by looking at three characters in the events that
took place in Gethsemane at midnight, and see just a small part of God's plan in writing the
Bible.

Together we will consider Judas, the servant of the high priest whose ear was cut off, and the

young man who fled naked, and see God's promises to us and who we really are.
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I. Judas
The first character is Judas. We all know what kind of person Judas is. I am sure that many
people think of Judas as the worst traitor in history, and in terms of good and evil, he is evil

himself. I agree.
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Let's look at verse 45. It says that Judas kissed Jesus. In the Jewish world, this was a way of
showing respect to another person. The figure of Judas, who was showing superficial respect
with this kiss but had an ulterior motive, makes it clearer that his heart was far away from
Jesus. In other words, this figure is that of a director and stage actor who staged the darkest

night in the world to realize his own desires.
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When we read this passage, it makes us wonder the state of our own hearts.
He did no good deeds, and God is the righteous One who can never have fellowship with
sin.

However, what [ want to consider again with you today is how Jesus viewed Judas.
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In Matthew 26:50, which describes the same scene, Jesus says to Judas;

“Do what you came for, friend”

And in Luke 22:47, he counts him as one of the Twelve disciples, “Judas, one of the Twelve,”
Jesus also said, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” and called him by his

name.
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Why is it that the Bible, even in this dark night, still counts Judas as one of the Twelve
disciples and Jesus spoke his name and called him “friend”? I believe it was because Jesus

was a friend of sinners and Jesus loved Judas to the end.
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Romans 3:10-12 says;

-+« “There is no one righteous, not even one;

there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God.

All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good,

”
not even one.
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Yes, God knows very well that all people sin. He knows this, and yet He is the one who

extends His hand of love.



The Lord loved even Judas, who became the most hated of all people. The Bible promises us

that the same Lord extends His hand to us as well.
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I1. Malchus: The image of Jesus changes in an instant.

The next character in this story is the poor high priest's servant whose ear was cut off by
Peter.

He was one of the crowd of 200 to 600 people who gathered to capture the one and only

Jesus. The crowd was very tense around Jesus, and finally, in verse 47, bloodshed ensued.
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Mark 14:47
“Then one of those standing near drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest,

cutting off his ear.”
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All four Gospels mention this event. However, only John's Gospel actually notes who drew

the sword and who was cut, and by name.
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John 18:10
“Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off

his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)”
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Please imagine Malchus cowering in pain, screaming, bleeding, and desperately holding his
wounds. Blood is running down his neck and wetting his cloak.
But as soon as Malchus felt someone's hand covering his hand, in that intense panic, to his

amazement, the pain quickly disappeared. (Luke 22:51) That hand was Jesus'.
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From this point on, and this is my imagination and not in the Bible, [ am sure that Malchus
looked up at Jesus, who touched his cowering ear, and was amazed.

Malchus was a servant of the chief priest, so he would have thought that Jesus was a crook,
inciting the people to revolt. Malchus must have been told that healing the sick and raising

the dead was just a rumor or the work of the devil.
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However, what happened? Malchus might have thought; “My own ear, which should have
been chopped off, is actually here. Surely the blood that was spilled is on my hands, but
there is no pain. Moreover, the person who healed me out of the corner of my eyes was
Jesus, whom I thought was the impostor.” That was what Malchus experienced. The Bible

says not a word more about Malchus after this.
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Don't you think that it might mean something that John wrote down the name of such a
person who only appeared for a brief moment?

In fact, it is said that John's gospel was written the last out of the four gospels. There must
surely have been time for John to research in order to write his Gospel. Perhaps the length

of the preparation period is the reason why he was able to identify Malchus personally.
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And I would not be surprised if, at the time of John's writing, Malchus may have become a
well-known figure among Christians, rather than a servant of the high priest. In other words,
Malchus may have been transformed into a Christian through the experience of having his

ear healed.
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For Malchus, his encounter with Jesus was only fleeting. But that one moment, when he
actually met Jesus with his eyes and skin, must have changed his life. Moreover, did you
know that the last healing Jesus performed while he was on earth in his physical body was for

Malchus?

ZH. rve23rDFETREI o7 HREIZ, AEBE ETRIBWRLEEDIULTET, L
LA T AL, ZOBEOFIcENT, EEz R THAILEHEAREELZ, HTH
STV aRICHLTELNT-DTT,

Yes, the events that took place in the Garden of Gethsemane are said to be the darkest night
in human history. However, in that darkness, Jesus revealed to his enemy, Malchus, a great

work that made the darkness disappear in an instant.
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Who is Jesus to you? How did Jesus come into your life? Was it someone you heard about
from someone else? Or is He the one who reached out to you at the worst crisis of your life,
when you were walking away Jesus intervened, and would not give up on you being saved?
An encounter with Christ can change our lives in an instant. Even in moments that seem the

worst in the eyes of others, the Lord raises us from darkness to light, from despair to hope.
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I1I. John called Mark

The last character is a bit strange, appearing in verse 51.
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51°A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. 52When they

seized him, he fled naked, leaving his garment behind.”
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This young man is not mentioned in the other Gospels, but it is said that he was probably

John, who was called Mark, the reporter of Mark's Gospel.
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He was 12-13 years old at this time. Perhaps he was listening from the shadow of the
doorway to the Last Supper of Jesus and others invited to his mother's house.

His mother had told him to go to bed, but he was so anxious that he sneaked out of bed and
followed behind, clad in the flaxen cloth used for bed sheets. However, when an incident

occurred and he was about to be caught, he ran away naked.
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Doesn't this sentence make you wonder? Why in the world would anyone bother to put the
memory of an embarrassing moment in a letter? Moreover, the story is complete without

this sentence. Why did Mark bother to include it here?
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I suspect it is because the Holy Spirit prompted Mark to include this sentence when he
wrote his Gospel. I tried to imagine what Mark had in mind when he wrote this passage.

In His Gospel, he writes about Judas' betrayal, Peter's wrong fight, and writes a series of
sentences that seem to rub the other disciples the wrong way. But as he wrote about others
who were ashamed of him, he must have been shown that he was also one of the sinners who

betrayed Jesus.
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People called Mark “teacher” because he had become a central figure in the church later on,
but in Mark's mind, “I also fled in Gethsemane, and I was naked. I'm a disgraceful human
being.” Perhaps he was thinking, “I am not worthy to be called a teacher. But the Lord met
me and saved me. And now He is using me as a witness to Him in the church.” I think such a

testimony is recorded in this sentence.
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Let's review.

- Jesus loves sinners, calling them His friends until the very end.



+ Our lives are changed in an instant by God's work and we are made to walk with Him.

+ We are weak and runaways. But God makes us grow and uses us in His work.
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Through today's text, the wonders of His grace and the testimony of Jesus, who became a
friend of sinners, comes to us.

Let us now bow our knees before the Lord and lift up our hands in praise saying;
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Lord, thank you for saving me like this. [ was in darkness, but you found me. Not only that,
but I thank you for your mercy and compassion in growing me through your Word and

making me a servant of the Lord.
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Let us pray.
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