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Captive or Captivated?
Living in the fullness of Christ
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Intro
e Our theme for this year as a church is being rooted and built up in Christ. Colossians 2:6-7 says, “¢ So
then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted and built
up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.”
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e Pastor Joseph spoke on this theme on the first Sunday of the new year, reminding us that we have
begun a new relationship with God through Christ and encouraging us to continue to grow in that
relationship with him. We are growing deeper in our faith and a relationship with Christ and
building up our lives in Him, growing in love, godly character and maturity.
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e The imagery paints our lives as a flourishing plant. Put in the right soil, with adequate water,
sunlight and room to grow, we flourish. Or of a building that is constructed on a firm foundation.
With a solid base, the building can expand, and the structure can endure for many years.
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e But as the gardeners or homeowners in our congregation know, there are many things that can
threaten the health of a plant or the stability of a structure.
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e Weevils are a part of the big beetle family. They are tiny, practically invisible to the naked eye.
Weevils dig hollow cells or cavities underneath the tree’s bark. They target the bases or roots of
woody trees and shrubs. This blocks the flow of water and nutrients to the foliage, leading to
stunted growth, wilting and eventually death.
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e Termites are another common foe. Structuredfoundation.com says the following about termites,
“Even the tiniest cracks in a foundation serve as sufficient means for a termite colony to target a
home. An access point thinner than a business card provides plenty of room for new infestation.
These tiny insects are great at carrying on unnoticed by humans for long periods of time. In a few
short years, a small swarm can expand to a colony of 60,000 or more termites. A full-sized colony is
able to devour a foot of wooden 2x4’s every six months. Foundation weakness can eventually
progress to collapsed floors if hungry termites are left unchecked.” What a nightmare!
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e Jesus said in John 10:10 that he came to give us life, abundant life, life to the full.
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e When we put our trust in Jesus as our Savior and Lord he restores our relationship with God and
gives us this abundant, eternal life. We can grow like a plant in the healthy, nurturing soil of his love,
grace and truth. We can build our lives on his eternal, unshakeable Word.
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e But there is a real threat in our lives that we miss out on the fullness of life that Jesus promised, that
we have our roots or foundation spoiled, our growth stunted, our lives made fruitless by insidious
pests: the misplaced hopes and lies of a fallen world, cheap gospel imitations, false teaching and



false Christs that can seep into our hearts and minds. They are threats that often start small but do
great damage. They can be tough to identify, but we ignore them at great risk.
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e Paul uses a different analogy to describe this risk in our passage today. Continuing on from our
theme verse in Colossians 2:8 he says, “8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and

deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this
world rather than on Christ.”
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e See to it that no one takes you captive...foreboding language to say the least.
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e In our text today, we see that the key to avoid being taken captive, the key to protecting the roots
and foundation of our faith in Christ by false, empty promises and experiencing the full, abundant
life that Christ offers comes by being captivated by the fullness of Christ and setting our hearts fully
on him.
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Let’s read our passage for today, Colossians 2:8-15. (Read together)
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As we begin to think about how to prevent ourselves from being taken captive by hollow and deceptive
philosophy and grow in the full, abundant life that Jesus promises, Paul brings us back to the true gospel,
which starts and ends with Jesus: who he is and what he has done.
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I. Christis the fullness of God
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A. Verse 9 says that, “in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form...” The fullness of the
Deity, the one and only God, and all that he is is embodied in Jesus Christ.
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B. Paul said something similar earlier in Colossians 1:15-17: “1> The Son is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn over all creation. ¢ For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have
been created through him and for him. ¥’ He is before all things, and in him all things hold
together.”
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1. Heis the image of the invisible God, the firstborn, the one of highest priority and rank
over all creation, which he stands apart from as the one who made all things and for
whom they are made.
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2. Heis the creator, sustainer and end of all things and completely represents all that God is.
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C. The great Christian theologian Origen, from the 3™ century described it this way. He told of a
village with a huge statue—so immense you couldn’t see exactly what it was supposed to
represent. Finally, someone miniaturized the statue so one could see the person it honored.
Origen said, "That is what God did in his Son." In this sense, Paul tells us that Christ is the self-
miniaturization of God, God becoming one of us and making himself known to us in the most
relatable, understandable way possible. The visible image of the invisible God.
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D. Paul continues in verse 18: “*® And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and
the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. *° For God
was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 2°and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on
the cross.”
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1. Notonlyis Jesus the creator and head over all creation, but he is also the head of the
church, his body, those who believe in him for salvation.
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2. ltis through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross that we can be reconciled to God. He is the one
and only Savior.
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E. Coming back to 2:10 we see Paul repeat that theme saying, “He is the head over every power and
authority.” (10)
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1. Thereis no greater name, no greater authority. There is no one and nothing equal or
comparable to Christ. He has supremacy in ALL things.
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2. Itis this Jesus Christ who is the fullness of God. The one who came into our world, took
on flesh and lived as one of us to rescue us from sin and death.
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F. Jesus Christ is more than a good teacher. He’s much more than a powerful prophet. He is God in
the flesh, the utterly unique, eternal Son of God. Christ is the fullness of God.
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Transition: And it is this Christ, who has saved us and given us the fullness that our hearts long for. “° For in
Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, °and in Christ you have been brought to fullness.”
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Il. We have been given fullness in Christ
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But in what sense and in what way have we been brought to fullness? Is this just about having our needs
met or getting what we want? Or becoming the best person we can be? Or living the best life that we
can? The heart of what Paul is saying here is seen most clearly in the stark contrast he draws between
who we were before believing in Christ and after believing in Him.
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A. Let’s look at the before first.
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1. Earlier in chapter 1, Paul wrote that, “1>! Once you were alienated from God and were
enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.” We were separated from God. We
were his enemies. On what grounds? The text tells us that it was because of our evil
behavior.
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2. Throughout the Bible we are told that humanity’s fundamental problem, the one that
affects every part of our lives from birth to death is sin. Sin is not just our outward words
and behaviors, but the very nature of our being, a sickness within our hearts that causes
us to turn from God and seek to live life apart from him.
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3. Romans 3:23 says, “2*for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Later in
Romans 6:23 we read, “?3 For the wages of sin is death.” This is the reality of sin, our
rebellion against God has separated us from him and leads to spiritual death (Romans
3:23, 6:23a).
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4. Ephesians 2:1-3 sums it up well: “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and
sins, 2in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler
of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All
of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following
its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.”
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5. Before believing in Christ, we were objects of God’s wrath, headed for eternal
destruction.

5. FURFNEZEL2RIOAZEBIZ. HORYDXNRTH Y., AEDPWNICADL>THE L
776

B. But what happens after you believe in Jesus?
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1. Believing in Jesus and having a relationship with him changes everything. Paul says in Col.
1:22, “¥22But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to
present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—"
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2. Paul says that through Christ’s sacrificial death, we are no longer enemies of God and
alienated from him, but we have been reconciled. Our relationship with God has been
restored. Our sins have been forgiven. We are now holy, cleansed and free from
accusation.
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3. Our salvation is complete. We have received the full rights of being children of God. We
have been brought to fullness in Christ.
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4. Paul compares this fullness of life, this eternal life to a gift that God has given us in Christ
(Rom. 6:23): “2For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”
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C. How did God make this possible? We have hinted at it so far, but Paul goes into striking detail to
help us understand what Christ did on our behalf to make us right with God and give us the
fullness of a new relationship with God and the fullness of his eternal life.
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1. In 2:13-14 he says, “*>*When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your
flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, * having canceled the
charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has
taken it away, nailing it to the cross.”
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a. Here he compares the record of our sin and our guilt before God, our gross
inability to obey his holy law, as a legal charge against us, one that rightly
sentenced us to eternal death and condemnation.
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b. (illustration) | want you to imagine that this piece of paper is a record of my life.
It contains all that has happened in my life thus far, every thought, action,



intention, etc. It is a record of every sin I've committed, like lying or lust or pride
and selfishness, as well as many more that | wouldn’t want you to know about,
but that God does. It is this full record of my life and all that | have done that
stands against me and condemns me. | have fallen short of God’s perfect
holiness. But it is these very sins that Jesus took on himself and nailed to the
cross, dying in my place and cancelling my debt, never to be remembered again.
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c. Jesus himself took this record, allowing himself to be nailed to the cross to pay
the penalty for our transgressions. He did this for me. He did this for you.
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2. This was the ultimate exchange. His life for ours. The sinless One for the sins of all
humanity. The righteous for the unrighteous. This was an unimaginable exchange and
sacrifice that made our salvation complete.
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Transition: We have been given fullness in Christ through his precious blood. This is our great boast and
hope as Christians, that we are forgiven and free, lacking in nothing because of what Christ has done for us.
But in reminding the Colossians of these awesome truths, Paul also has a warning: beware. He says,
“Beware!” because of the many...
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I1l. False promises of fullness
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A. All that we need for life and salvation is found in Christ, and he offers it to us free of charge, by
grace. All we have to do is confess our sins and trust in his death and resurrection.
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B. But there are other voices which say otherwise. Let’s reread 2:8. “® See to it that no one takes you
captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the
elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ.”
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WEELI DT FICEL T, E2DffibbhoFichbhnwkdic, FELAZI W, 21
ANHDOEWRZICLE2bD, ZOMDYAHA2DEICIZLDTHY, FVRMTIEDDTIR
HYELEA,]

C. Paul says that there are hollow and deceptive philosophies that stand opposed to the gospel of
Jesus Christ. These ideas, these philosophies, these worldviews can take us captive and prevent us
from continuing to live and grow in the fullness of all Christ is and all that he died to provide for us.

C  Svuik AT X)X POEFICHLT 5, ZLVWEELILOWEDSH L E X
T, o X EZ, T MBRBIL. Ab 2o A F VA FBZEDIIC K o TR B I
ACPFE 07T _RTOLD, ¥YRALDERIDOHRCTEEZ, KELKT S 2T L

D. There is a sharp contrast made between the fullness of Christ and his gospel and hollow, deceptive
philosophy. They are hollow and deceptive in that they promise something they can’t provide;
they are empty and vain.

D. FUVRAPLZOREBEOENLI L, BLWEAF LI oL O/ICIE, Stttk v F
T, ZNOITERICIEIE 232 LEDTELRVWHDEZRIRLTWART, ZBLWEELI LT,

E. Are you familiar with “empty calories”? Empty calories are calories derived from food containing
no nutrients. Since they don't have any nutritional value for your body, they can end up leaving
you hungrier and less satisfied when you eat foods that contain them. They look good on the
outside and often taste good going down, but they don’t truly satisfy our hunger and true needs.

E. (v 7T ahm)—] 2CFEMTIP?Z VT T4mY) =ik, REFREETRVA
M HfFoNE e ) =D TH, TV TT4hn Y —ICIIREM B3RV, v TT 4N
nY) —zECREMERENS L, EEEIHEL, MEKIRonamdRVET, v 7T 1hu)
—I1ZRZHD X, Kb BL L WO TTR, b0 RECEOHKZHZ LTIt
Koo

F. The hollow, deceptive philosophy Paul is talking about is empty calories. They are a lie, a scam.

They might look good on the outside and be appealing at first, but they don’t have any lasting
value and don’t satisfy the true needs of hearts and our ultimate need for salvation.
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F. NRYAPREOTCVWEELWEF LI LoTFEF, =7 T4 - ha ) —TF, ZHITUE
ThY, FRTT, MR LSRR L, &PREHN2D Lmnwidn g, K e fifbix 7 < .
DDOEDPBELCN~D M BTz dDTIEH Y A,

G. Paul says they are based in two things: human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this
world. Let’s look at those briefly.

GoNv ik, NS RABOGHEE ZoMDENRITO —DIcESTVTWnWEEEVET, Thb
PRHEICHTAEL X 5,

1. Tradition in and of itself is not evil. We have many traditions from our various cultures
that are rich and celebrated. As Christians we have certain traditions that we enjoy each
year at Easter or Christmas. But the kind of tradition Paul is talking about here is human
tradition that attempts to attach some other requirement to our salvation beyond
believing in Christ.

1. EAEZ N BERIZECIED Y A, DAL L2 LB THWICSE T D LS L
DIEHEFFoTCVET, 2V RF X v e LT, Alz b3 BFEA —RAZ =227 VA2 A %R L OFf
EDGHEER>T0ET, LArL, X7aRIITE-oTCWwWa e id, FV A M%2EL5CE
DA b B o &bz L5 &35 ARomifio &t

a. For the Colossian believers, this was the influence of certain Jewish sects who
tried to convince the believers that just believing in Jesus wasn’t enough. We get a
sense of what they were trying to convince the Colossians of in 2:16-23:

a. anH 4 DEHEBICE ST, TNEAZRXZELEETCEFTThRVwEFEL XS &
L72H 22 X% NGFIROFET L, 252 16-23 Hi T, o avy 4 ofEfEAb iz X
Jl L TWhrzMbl B TEET !

6 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a
New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 1 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality,
however, is found in Christ. ¥ Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels
disqualify you. Such a person also goes into great detail about what they have seen; they are puffed up with
idle notions by their unspiritual mind. *® They have lost connection with the head, from whom the whole
body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow. 2°Since you
died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, why, as though you still belonged to the world,
do you submit to its rules: 2! “Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!”? 22 These rules, which have to do
with things that are all destined to perish with use, are based on merely human commands and teachings.
2 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false
humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.

16 2THWVHDIFTTrL, BWERAPICONT, HE0IEEYPHHASPLKEHDZ & T, 72
NDPRBLT-D2HHT 23D TCiEARVITHA, 17 2THlE, KEDZREHDDETH
ST, AMRIFFIVRAPMCHY T3, 18 HOH TR CILIFEEZZATWEED, SRV %W

FETEZERHoTEARYFRA, WOBHSDRAZLJICHYFEA, HOBWIZX >TWnizd 5
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ICHOWERST, 19 2L Lo VU R LERA, TOLLLDED EITHRST,
LREaRIfiLZ LHiIcko T AL, 2REALIN, MICTETOLNLTHELTWDTT,
20 b LBV BFVRIELEDBICHAT, ZOHDLAEL2DEPLEEN-DRL, 5L
T, FRZoMICEETH 320X i, 21 [220k, Wbokh, ¥bdh] EVozEDIC
WoNZ2DTTH, 22 2RHIEFTRT, o720 HEHT 2D DICOVTOED T, AR
Hz2ICE2bDTT, 23 TNOLDEDIF, AR EHBETAIE. BER T, AkOETOW 2
ICHIEDH 2 LD XS IR AT TH, MoOffifEd <. Azl ¢5720TT,

b. They were focused on the observance of certain elements of Jewish tradition.
They worshiped angels and were focused on their own image and spirituality. They
thought that their observance of certain outward regulations would make them
worthy and acceptable in God'’s sight. At the root of their thinking, they thought
they could save themselves by what they did. Paul says they are separated from
the head, Jesus Christ, the only one who can truly save.

b. WO R XY HDOGH OB EDERZFE L ICERLTWE L, 5 13K 2 EE
L. BHO7-bDA A=Y EWZERLTCWE Lz, ok, »2BEOHNEARMEAIZSFS
2, MOHICAIDLL, BIFANLNEZZLICARZ EEZTHWEDTY, oD EZTDOR
JKIZiZ, BO7-bIEHLDITWIC X s TRONZDEE VI EZBH Y LT, v, 5
FBHCTHEATR - VR 2OYIDVEEI N TV S LT E T,

2. Paul also describes this hollow and deceptive philosophy as having a spiritual component.
They don’t just have a human origin but also depend on the elemental spiritual forces of
this world. These could have been angelic authorities or the so-called gods that people of
the day associated with certain places or nations. But behind it all is the work of demonic
forces that seek to blind people from seeing who Christ is and their need for him. They
are more than mere ideas.

2. Nyni3FEl, TOELWETLILOTEFICIIENLRERED S T E T, Kb
AN ZRFEZFFO7Z 0, ZOWMDENLRNITKFEL TV EDTT, ZNIEKEDHER
THo720., BRDOAALDPREDGHMCELFH VDT Tnnbw ik Tho7zh LET, L
L. ZOHERICIE, FYRAIBHETHLIH, FV AP EZLELET2ALOHEZESbFE LI L
TOLEBENLNOBZLH Y 3, TNOIEFHELIBETIEARY A,

3. Paul makes clear that the gospel and this philosophy or false teaching are NOT
compatible. He clearly states that these beliefs depend on human tradition and other
spiritual forces, NOT, on Christ. They are antithetical to the gospel of Christ.

3. Ny, BELEIOLI BEFRLHEY OBEZIFIMZLAVWEHT LTS, ik,
o DEMIABOEHCMOERN R NITEFELTVWEIZDTH->T, FUAMIKFELTWED
TRAVEHASLTVWET, 2Nl F VA FOETF L IIHNKT 2 DRDTT,

13



Transition: And so we come to the heart of Paul’s warning in today’s passage. And it centers around this
guestion: Are you...(captive or captivated?)

Z LT, bS5 HOEF O Ny v oEEoKkbicfing zeicih) T3, 20ROz 0E
Rlich v F4: bzt Glicbhogd?znedfiiszonTns ?)

IV. Captive or Captivated?

viiobhoF?ZzhedffioabnTns ?

A. Again, in v. 8 he uses vivid language to convey the danger and peril involved. He says, “8See to it
that no one takes you captive...”

A. MORLICARY $92, 8HiT, NUvniifEASELZHWEREZIEZTHET, [
rofiobhoFicbhnwk5ic.., ]

1. Itis the image of being captured by enemy forces. Of being taken against one’s will and
held hostage.

1. INRHEICH Z oA A=Y TF, BHOOERBIIKLTANEICLONSG Z LT,

2. Paul doesn’t want his brothers and sisters being duped into believing a lie. Not when all
they need has already been granted them in Christ.

2. Nyald, WERIEAEEZEFE LS X KERIND I EEEATHWERA, O ICHERD
DIFITRT, FVRAPMIHoTTTIREZLNTVWED T,

B. My guess is that we aren’t tempted to worship angels or observance certain Jewish traditions to
increase our standing with God, but the dangers of hollow, deceitful philosophy are no less real for
us today.

B. FADHERITIZ, FAZ=BIIM e DG EZEmD B -DICRHEZIFEAL Y, BED L XY HDIE
HaTFol- 0T 2FHICFEONERNTL YY), L2L, ELWET LI oKX,
HRDOFA-BIcE s THE LTI,

1. Our world is awash in false promises and ungodly ideologies that can take our hearts
captive and influence us in profound ways. How about some of these?

1. b ottFiciz, b0k E (80 2) KL, b ICKRELREEL 525 X5
. Y DRIRSAERA T AR F —2H5NTHET, TNLEFEEITL & I,

a. “My happiness and worth come from what | have, what | do, and what others
think about me.” NO! Our worth and value come from being made in God’s image.
We discover our value when we look at the cross and the price God paid to
redeem us.
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a. (Ao LliflZ. AR FF-oTWw3dbD, AL TSI e, ZLTARRDZ &%
ORI THREBZDE] NO! FAZ- b DOflifi i, MICHhTZE>ToOL bz LICHEL 4,
+FEREe ., WP EZE D oI ihbnRifiz A2 & &, BBl OMiEEZFKA T S
T ENTE T T,

b. “Follow your heart.” NO! Our hearts are warped, corrupt and sinful. We are our
own greatest problem. We are called to follow Christ, not our hearts.

b. [HODLIZHEZ] NO I A2 b DI A, B L., FFEWTT, FA-bHEDBREAD
7D Td, FAAZZBIEBETOLTIERL, FYUAMKES LHIcdINTWE T,

c. “As long as you’re happy that’s what’s most important.” NO! Certainly, our
happiness is important to God, but we don’t exist for our own self-pleasure. God
made us to know and delight in him. We experience our greatest fulfillment when
we seek to honor and please him. He is our joy and satisfaction.

C. [ B2 ThNIE., 2B —FARY R L] NO ! HEDIC, FA72H DERIZMHICE -
TEECTTD, A-HbRECHEDZDICHFEELTVWIDTIRH Y A, HBfA7ZH%22( 5
N7zolk, EHY, MfzER2DR0TT, e, MzE LT %, fAlzbidk
RRKOFRERIRL T3, Az b0EU0TH D, i xD T,

d. “As long as you’re a good person you will go to heaven.” NO! Who is good?
Compared to whom?? There is only One who is good and that is God alone. None
of us can stand before him and say that we are good enough, holy enough or
worthy enough on our own merits to be in his presence.

d. [FBEATH LR RENCITITS] NO! #EBRRWALRDOTT 2?2 LT ?BnwEHii-
= A 72T Cd, FA-b L. MOFTIC. > T, BOBMOMEICY 2D+ B wn
H, toRBEWE, +okilifib2EELESH LI TEIERA,

e. “It doesn’t matter what you believe, as long as you believe something.” NO! As
much as we would like to believe, we are not the ones who decide what is true
and what it not. All truth claims are not equally valid, and truth is not determined
by our personal opinions or feelings on a matter. We can easily believe a lie.

e. (A2 ZELTWBRY, AIZELTWE2EMETIERY] NOELZVDiFIlLg T
2, MPEECHMPEETRVWPERDLDIIFAZLTED Y THA, TRTOEEDFRIPE
LAEMAEDLI TR, BEEZZOMEICHT 225 0MANAZERSLEIFIC L > Tk
525DTHHY EHA, AAbIIHHICIELZFLTCLE > FHEDTT,

2. Tragically, we are no more immune to false teaching in the church today than in Paul’s
time.
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2. Bk lic, b3 v noRHREFERR, SHOBARTHHY DAL 2RNE T LI
TEEHEA,

a. While confessing Jesus as our Savior and Lord, are we really trying to earn his favor
by doing good things? By our performance? Do we think that if we don’t do
enough of , God won’t love us or accept us anymore? Is our service
motivated by love or by duty or guilt or the desire for human praise?

a. AZZERAETHY, ETHEEEHEALARDLL, AAEBIIRWI L% LTA = A0
BElRroreLlCwirwntliid, OO TR LAV EMFEED SR LHbA2BELTCTE LA
W, RITANRTIELAWEEZTOWERAD, FAebo®EMAid, BiIckzdbDoTLLI D, %
e b EHECIFER, ABNAREEE2RD2ZFHICIE2DDTL x5 2

b. Do we see God as a giant genie? Does he exist to grant our every wish and give us
what we want? Does he exist to serve us, or do we exist to serve Him?

b. A7 B I3 R KX BB WD LS IR TWARWTL k92 zfA7=HbDd 5w 2
Wiz, A BELbDEEZD1-DICHFIETZ2DTL k92, g 2bicitzx 57201
HHETZ2DOTLEID. ZNEDFADBMICHZ B -DICHFEETZDTL & 9 D%

c. Do we see our faith as just a set of rules: things we do and thing we don’t do? Or
as simply personal culture? Christians go to church on Sunday, that’s just what we
do. NO! It is an intimate, living, vibrant relationship with the God of the universe
and the savior of our souls!!!

c. b I3EMERER L=, DFE VAR T 2L ELAVIEDEY PO XY IR
TWZRWTL X I, HdWIE, HAaBEANEfLE LT? 7 ) X5 % VIFHEH ICHESITLT
(o ZITIEDY ERA I EMLIZ, FHOMTHY, FAlzb OO NETH LML OFlE T
g x e LzBRROTT !

d. Are our hearts guilty of wandering? Have we forgotten the greatness of what
Christ has done for us? The depth of his love for us? Are we looking for
satisfaction, fulfillment, purpose, etc. from someone or something else? It’s a false
hope and a false god.

d. 7z b DLIFERCDFEZILL TR BTL LI FURIBAAEBDAEDICLTHFE 5
7 EDERIZENTIIRWTL LI D A2 bICNTEF VA ITDOBEOERI ZHATCHE
T, R, REER, BooAE 2N 2o oMk TR WwTL & ) 2,
ZNEBYOHRETH Y, BY OfTT,

3. These are just a sampling. I'm sure there are many more we could come up with. So | ask
you this morning, brothers and sisters, friends, is there something that has taken your
heart captive?
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3. INHIFIFADHITT, icd7 TAHZLEVET, 2 THY, WBhiko® X
by RANODBEIACEZNLET, 47002 OoAT02b01EH Y %39,

4. If so, what is the remedy? How do we free ourselves from these hollow, deceptive lies?

4. bLZI b, BFRIIMTL x 92, 30 T DZFERE CHINICH D 7210 & K
INBEDTL &9

C. In these first two chapters of Colossians, Paul teaches a great truth: if we don’t want to be taken
captive, we need to be captivated by Christ. That’s why he has been singing the glories of Christ,
reminding the Colossians of who he is. If we want to continue to live in him, rooted and being built
up in him, we must continue to look upon him, remembering all that he is and all he has done. He
is supreme in majesty, power, glory, love and excellence. Being captivated by Christ is our best
defense against being taken captive by something else.

C. 2P A A~DFROEA]D 2 T, Ny FEREZEHEZHZ TS, liobhok
KD 72 R0, FVRMCHsZONRTNERY THA, Z2002 %, XyaigF U R
FORNEI G, FUVAMREDI I B THLIOrEaud 4 OfFEH{EZBICEVEZ 24T
WBEDTY, FAlebBF VR PDI BICRI L, BT Lo ThEEHITZvDAhRb, FUY XL
ERODHT, FURMBEDLIRBHTHY, EDLXIHIRILEZ LTI oz B0niEZ
TTNIEe Y £8A, FYXMIEEL 1. K B, AEcBwOREDOBTTT, ¥
AMicHbbNEZ i, MDD DDFOLDLNDOH ISR W-®DREDHHEK T,

D. Practically, what are some ways we can do this?
D. BARIICIE, D XS BTTERH L TL & 9 D%

1. Paul gives us a good starting point in the next chapter (3:1-2), where he says, “Since, then,
you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. % Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you
died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.” We are called to make Christ the
treasure of our hearts and the meditation of our minds.

1. ROE 3F1-2ffi) T, " nERAZbICRVWHERSE5EZ2TCwES, 125w Hb
T, P ZEF IR LLBICIBRBRZLINEZDRL, LICHEIbDERDLI W, ZC
TlE, F VR IBHOLEDREICENTELNE T, 2 LICH 2023w, HICHEDD
FROTERVERA] BAbiE, FUVAPERLOFELL, LOoBEET I I IkDoh T
ER

2. We need to take thoughts captive, renouncing untruth and repenting as necessary. Paul
says in 2 Cor. 10:5, “we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” Let’s
observe what’s going on in our thoughts and emotions. Where are things coming from? Is
it from God, from my sinful flesh or from the world? Instead of being taken captive, let’s
take those unholy, ungodly thoughts and submit them to God’s truth through prayer.
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2. 7B B Z2Ho 2, AEEZEC, LB THWRO 28E LS £3, Svun
2V v PA~NOFK F10ES HiT, (BB I3EL RiEme . OIS S >Tiiodh
LWEEmEVEIHEIL, £/, TRTCOEFPLVTEZWMOFI 2T, FVAMICRIEEEZE
T, | tE-oTwET, bR ECKFEOT MBI o T30 2BELTAEL &
Vo MRREIHLOLETVZDD, Hrbhodr, BLOEECALLARDL, Tt b Zoft
DOIEDh, FHODONDOHICREDTIEERLS, fivickoT, BhdbDTiEARW, HDbDT
FawBuzfoBEHICEDEEL X 5,

3. We need to be intentional in what we fill our hearts and minds with. We will never be
captivated by someone that we don’t spend time with. Our emotions may experience
different ups and downs, but we can choose, with God'’s help, to make time to meet with
him, to talk with him and let him talk with us in prayer, and to meditate on his Word.

3. FAeBid. LEMLT D DERERIICESLERH Y £F, —ICKEZE I T Lv Al
LEEDLNDZZLEDY A, b DRIEOFEZLARIIRAL D LA, A7 i
DYPIFIC L >T, ffie DRFRIZIEY . Hrh o ciefEy v, MOMSEEMET 2 2 L 2%
RN TELT,

4. Perhaps an important question to ask ourselves is: Who influences my thoughts,
attitudes, affections, decisions, etc. the most? Is it Jesus, or someone else?

4. BZObHDHF MY ~2HEELZEMIZIZATL x5 + ADoEx, BE, FiF. ik
Il b B 52T 5 DiHEr 7 4 T AKRD, 2 & btiDFED D ?

5. Other people have incredible influence in shaping what we think and believe. Our
relationships can help draw us closer to Christ or they can lead us away from him. Who
are we allowing to influence us the most? Are you getting enough time with people who
encourage you to set your heart and mind on Christ? Other people that you can do that
together with? Many of you are involved in a small group Bible study, prayer time or other
fellowship opportunity outside of Sunday worship. Life is extremely busy, with many
demands on our time and energy, but what kind of investment might God be encouraging
you to make that would not just protect you from being taken captive, but captivate you
even more with the greatness of Christ so that you can live in his fullness?

5. bz E 2, MEEL2%ERT 2 LT, tARELIZIEOEE I 2fHoTnE
3, AMEBERIZ. FA2H 52 F VA MICED T 223 hNE,. FVAM2LEITZ2Z2EDHD
T4, FAzbid, FECROEESZZITTCVWEITLE I D, FVRMCLERMIFLZLICHELT
{NBANEbE, FoRhEBZBILTHWETL X 52, HEADELIE, HIEHDOFLELSL T
b, RE—AITN—TOHEMELELH Y OFE. Z oD b ) oaZRioTwEd, A4E
FIEFICIC L, A b ORI AL F —1CiZ3% { 0ER2ZH Y T, L2rL, bk
CARBEERT XD TELNETL XD, 20, Ik 2o bNUILFET
JTl, ¥V R roFERIICH OO, FVRMOELIDhTCEZTZILATEELIICT
5HDTL X 9D,
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Transition: Are you captive or captivated?

obhoGcir?xhtdbF IR MicHiozronTETH?

Closing
e The son of a minister, Jonathan Edwards grew up in the church hearing the gospel. As a boy,
however, he had a great dread of the sovereignty of God. He was horrified by a misguided
understanding of God’s character and intentions toward mankind. Later he spoke of His conversion
as the moment that he came to not only be at peace with God’s sovereignty over all things, but to
draw immense comfort from it. He wrote,

- JEOR T ThrYa Yy s 2 RU—XE, HAEOHF THREZHWVWTELE Lz, LarL,
AR, IRITMH O FHEIC R X RBNEZRNTWE Lz, I3, AR 2o & EXIC
DONT DS TZHMRICERE LTWE Lz, %I, HOTEN TWE LB L TWD Z LILE
LEERZIDEIToT2720 T, ZINLEV AN VD EED X 52/ -72E LT,
HE ORI DOWTKRD L HIZENTHET,

“The first instance that | remember of that sort of inward, sweet delight in God and divine things
that | have lived much in since, was on reading those words,

“Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honor and glory for ever
and ever, Amen.” (1 Timothy 1:17)

[ &R DICHS TS, IR THERBERZEZ DL, ZDOSHEZFZATIFTLLE,

[E5n, HeDE, T72bb, HibdZ L7, BITRIRVWHE—DMIZ, ZFh & RNt
RO RS BVETLOE, T—AV, | (TET~OFHK F— 1317 H)

“As | read the words, there came into my soul, and was as it were diffused through it, a sense of the
glory of the Divine Being; a new sense, quite different from any thing | ever experienced before.
Never any words of scripture seemed to me as these words did. | thought with myself, how excellent
a Being that was, and how happy | should be, if | might enjoy that God, and be rapt up to him in
heaven, and be as it were swallowed up in him forever! | kept saying, and as it were singing over
these words of scripture to myself; and went to pray to God that | might enjoy him, and prayed in a
manner quite different from what | used to do; with a new sort of affection.”

[ DS HEZGEA T SIE, FADFHIZ IR (FTEDRIE DRI PN > TE T, D TEDHIY
WD TS L 9 TLE, BHEEOMDEALISHED, ZOMSHEIZTEHKzHH625ZE1THY
FUATLE, ZOMEZITIRY, KICEBNDTEDHD G ENFY, KFIZED D BIZEARAFE
NBRE, FARIZHERES D EFENWELE, €L T, #EELLPZENRTEEL 2128, #
ICATDIZITE, LIATEIZE S ESEZE IRV TTHVELE, |

e Edwards would go on to become one of the most influential voices in the Great Awakening of the
1730s, one of the greatest revivals in America’s history. He was captivated by Christ and his life, and
the lives of many others through him would never be the same.
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TR =X, TAVABRERERKDY NLANLDOOEDOTH S 1730 FFROKERRICHB T, &
HENHOHE ARV E L, HIEIFVRMCHObIH, RO AEIZ, ZLCkEZHELTS
CDOANEZDNEIF, RELEZ2bNT LT,

e Jesus Christ is much more than a person, tradition or philosophy. He is the image of the invisible
God, the fullness of God in the flesh, the one who is supreme over all. You and | have been given
fullness in him. Our salvation is complete in him.

Az Z - FYRMIA, B, TEE2REXL 2385 T, A2 -FY2ME, HicR 2%
WHOBRTH Y, WRIZHOERETHY, I RXRTCIKELZHHEDTT, - b, X -
FUVIRMDIBITELEDDEEZLNTET, AAZZBDH T, ZDHICEWTTHELLDT
R

e As we focus our hearts and minds on him, he will protect us from being taken captive by the lies of
the enemy and we can live each day in his fullness, experiencing the abundant life he promised.

-z i L BRI BEEOIEICHI O bR WK S Kb o TP E 0, ATz
HBIIEBKIRL T LT o B0 NEZRBL, Folibilib P cHEHEZAEE 52 L8 TR
ij—o

e Are you captivated by him today?
SH. Hh-EFUZAMCHOZLONTWE T,

e As we start a new week, may we all be captivated anew by our great Christ. May we put Jesus at the
center of our hearts and affections and may nothing else take his rightful place.

SHLWIEZNZ 21ICHh7-0, FA-bRE, BEARZF VR Mk CHiszonEz T X oic, A
IR2A%ZbDO0EEFEORLICEE, ol DIt ZDIEYifi2EbhERA X DI,
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