MIC Worship Service — 2025.04.06
Title: “The King Who Comes in Humility”
Text: Matthew 21:1~11, NIV
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1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent
two disciples, ? saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a
donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says
anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:® “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See,

your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”

¢ The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. ” They brought the donkey and the
colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread their
cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the

road. ® The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the
Son of David!”

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

0 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”* The

crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”
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MAIN IDEA: Jesus enters Jerusalem not as a conquering warrior but as the humble King who

brings salvation.
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Introduction
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Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, the most significant week in history. It is the

day Jesus entered Jerusalem, fulfilling prophecy and revealing His true identity.
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But He did not come as many expected—riding a mighty warhorse with an army behind Him.

Instead, He came humbly on a donkey, showing that His kingdom is unlike any earthly reign.
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What does this tell us about Jesus, and what does it mean for us today?
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ILLUSTRATION: Imagine a presidential motorcade entering a city—police escorts, security

details, and luxury vehicles.
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Now picture a leader arriving on a bicycle instead. That contrast captures the essence of

Jesus’ triumphal entry—He came not with worldly power, but with divine humility.
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l. Jesus the King Fulfills Prophecy - vv. 1~5
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"Say to Daughter Zijon, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a
colt, the foal of a donkey.”” (Matthew 21:5, quoting Zechariah 9:9)
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As Jesus approaches Jerusalem, He instructs His disciples to bring Him a donkey.
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This was not an arbitrary decision. It was a deliberate fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy,

written centuries earlier.
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o The people expected a military Messiah, but Jesus came as a Servant-King.
o His choice of a donkey symbolized peace rather than war.
o His kingdom is established not by force, but by sacrifice (Isaiah 53:5~7).
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Isaiah 55:8 - "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares
the LORD."
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ILLUSTRATION: Think of a child expecting a large, extravagant gift but receiving something

simple yet deeply meaningful.
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Often, we expect God to act in a grandiose way, but His ways are often unexpected and

greater than we can imagine.

FBIELIELIE, A RAEAETYELRIL KL EEFLETH. BOHEIZRE
LTFHERALDOTHY, b DBEBREZBID2HDHEDTT,

4



APPLICATION: We must align our expectations with God’s plan, not the other way around.
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Jesus came to bring peace with God, not temporary political power. Do we receive Him for

who He truly is?
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Il. Jesus the King Is Worthy of Praise - vv. 6~9
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"The crowds that went ahead of Him and those that followed shouted, ‘Hosanna to the Son of

David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!”” (Matthew 21:9)

FL T, HE/IL, 1 ITXDFIZIT<ED, BEICHEIED, CIE>THUATIE, [KEFD
FAC Y F, BB, EDHENEICL > TESNB IS, FHF, WEBSEAIS, | (REAIC
L ABEE2 1E98))

The crowd recognized Jesus as the Son of David, a Messianic title. Their cry, “Hosanna,”
means “Save us now!”
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Yet, within days, some of these same voices would shout, “Crucify Him!” (Matthew 27:22).
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A. Many praised Jesus with their lips, but not with their hearts.
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Isaiah 29:13 - The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me
with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they

have been taught.
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B. They wanted a king who would meet their immediate needs, not one who would deal
with their sin.
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John 6:26 - Jesus answered, “Very truly | tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw

the signs | performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill.
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C. Jesus is worthy of praise, not just in times of excitement, but in all circumstances.
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1 Thessalonians 5:16~18 - 6 Rejoice always, ¥ pray continually, * give thanks in all

circumstances; for this is God'’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
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John 4:24 - God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.
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ILLUSTRATION: A sports team wins a championship, and the fans celebrate enthusiastically.

But when the team struggles the next season, many fans disappear.
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True followers of Jesus do not praise Him only when things go well but remain faithful

through all seasons.
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APPLICATION: Are we worshiping Jesus only when things go well, or do we follow Him even

when His ways are different from what we expect?
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True worship is surrendering to His kingship in all areas of life.
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lll. Jesus the King Confronts Our Hearts - vv. 10~11
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0 \When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”* The

crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”
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Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem forced people to ask, “Who is this?”
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Some saw Him as a prophet, others as a political threat, but only a few understood He was
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the promised Messiah.
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A. Jesus’ coming always demands a response.
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C.S. Lewis (Mere Christianity): "You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is,

the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you
can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon, or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.
But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He

has not left that open to us. He did not intend to."
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John 14:6 - Jesus answered, “l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.
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B. Some welcome Him joyfully, while others reject Him.
B.532EWIEATAITIRZMAAN, HHEIZATR%IEHT S

John 1:11~12 - 2 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. *? Yet

to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God—
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Our eternal destiny depends on how we answer the question: “Who is Jesus?”
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Acts 4:12 - Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given

to mankind by which we must be saved.”
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ILLUSTRATION: If you receive an official letter with an important message but never open it,

you miss out on its significance.
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Many people hear about Jesus but never truly respond to His call.
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APPLICATION: Have you truly recognized Jesus as your King? Not just as a teacher or a

miracle-worker, but as Lord over your life?
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The way we live reflects our answer.
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Conclusion
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On Palm Sunday, Jesus entered Jerusalem humbly, yet triumphantly. He fulfilled prophecy,
received praise, and confronted people with the truth of His identity.
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But some people in the same crowd that welcomed Him with “Hosanna”would soon reject
Him.
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The question remains for us today: Will we truly follow the humble King, or only admire Him
from a distance ?
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Matthew 16:24 - Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their

cross and follow me.
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As we go through this Lenten season, let’s reflect on Jesus’” humility and kingship.
May we not just wave palm branches, but surrender our hearts to Him fully.

Let us proclaim, not just with our words, but with our lives: Jesus is King!
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