MIC Worship Service — 2025.04.13
Title: “Jesus As a Servant”
Text: John 13:1~17, NIV
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L1t was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to
the end.

2The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of
Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; *so he got up from the
meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. ® After that, he poured
water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was

wrapped around him.

®He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”" Jesus

replied, “You do not realize now what | am doing, but later you will understand.”

8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless | wash you, you

have no part with me.”

Y “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”

0 jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body
is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.”** For he knew who was going to

betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.

12\When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his

place. “Do you understand what | have done for you?” he asked them. ¥ “You call me
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what | am. ** Now that I, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. ° | have set you an example
that you should do as | have done for you. *¢ Very truly | tell you, no servant is greater than his
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.*” Now that you know these

things, you will be blessed if you do them.”
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Introduction
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On the night before His crucifixion, Jesus didn’t perform a dazzling miracle. He didn’t preach a

lengthy sermon. He bent down, wrapped a towel around His waist, and washed feet. The King



of Kings took the posture of a servant. It’s not the kind of move that makes headlines, but it’s

the kind that makes disciples.
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John 13 begins with this intimate moment:
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"Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end” (John 13:1).
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Maundy (Holy) Thursday invites us to remember not just what Jesus did, but why He did it.
This is a picture of love rooted in humility, a love that stoops to serve, even when surrounded

by betrayal.
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I. The Heart of the Servant: Knowing Yet Serving - verses 1~5
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“Jesus knew that the hour had come... Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his

power--"(vv. 1, 3)
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Let's pause here. Jesus knew.

« His hourhad come (v.1),
« His betrayerwas present (v.2),
« His authority had been given (v.3).
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Yet, knowing all this, He chose to serve. Jesus didn't act out of ignorance but out of love.
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APPLICATION: True servanthood flows from identity. Jesus, secure in His relationship with the

Father, stooped to serve. The world says, “Climb higher!” Jesus says, “Go lower.” The world

prizes being served. Jesus prized serving.
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Philippians 2:6~7 — Though He was in very nature God--- He made Himself nothing, taking the

very nature of a servant.
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CHALLENGE: Are we willing to serve even when no one sees? Even when we are the leader in

the room?
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Il. The Resistance of Pride: Peter’s Objection - verses 6~11
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“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet” (v.8).
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Peter's reaction is both humble and proud at the same time. He couldn't bear the thought of
his Master doing something so lowly. But in doing so, he was about to miss the spiritual

cleansing Jesus was offering.

FZOBORTAOOKRIGIE. #ETHDEREFICT A4 FISHEBTVWET, ®HiZ. BODEINZF A
BRBLWZEALTWEEBS EMMABNEDST-DTT, LALRTHIZ, FH5E-7-2¢&I(C
SoT  AZANEZTNESELTLWARENLRBODZREHNRIT ZEITHY £,

Jesus replied: “Unless | wash you, you have no part with me” (v.8).
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This wasn't just about hygiene—it was about holiness. Foot-washing symbolized what only

Jesus could do: cleanse hearts and restore sinners.
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APPLICATION: Some resist Jesus' grace today in the same way. “/// fix myself first, " they say.

But unless He washes us, we remain unclean. There’s no salvation in self-effort—only in

surrender.
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Titus 3:5 — He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of His

mercy.
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INVITATION: Have you allowed Jesus to wash your feet, your heart, your life? Or are you still

trying to earn your way into grace?
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lll. The Pattern for Disciples: “Do as / Have Done” - verses 12~17
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“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one

another’s feet.” (v.14)
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Jesus wasn’t instituting a new religious ritual. He was showing a new way of life. He flipped

the world’s model of leadership: from a throne to a towel.
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He says in verse 17: “Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”
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Not just know—but do.
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In the English New Testament, the word "servant”commonly translates the Greek

term doulos, which refers to a bondslave—someone who belongs wholly to his master. At
times, it is also translated from the Greek word diakonos, meaning deacon or minister.
Though these two words have slightly different nuances, both point to a profound truth: the

servant is not his own. He is the purchased possession of his master, bound to carry out his

master’s will, not his own.
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This means that Christian service, at its core, is about living in complete submission to
Christ, our Lord and Redeemer. As Paul reminds us, “You are not your own; you were
bought at a price” (1 Corinthians 6:19~20). Our lives are no longer ours to govern. We belong

to Jesus, and our calling is to be available to Him—heart, soul, mind, and strength.
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But what does our Master ask of His servants? Jesus made it unmistakably clear: fo serve
Him is to lower ourselves in service to one another. The way to greatness in His Kingdom is
not through personal elevation but through humble acts of love toward fellow believers. In
fact, Jesus demonstrated this during the Last Supper when He, the Teacher and Lord, took the

place of a household servant and washed the feet of His disciples.
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This foot-washing was not symbolic of preaching or leading—it was a living picture of
sacrificial love, a love that stoops to serve, even when the task is uncomfortable,

inconvenient, or seemingly beneath us.
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When the New Testament speaks of “ministering to the saints,” it's not only referring to
preaching or teaching, but to sacrificing time, resources, and energy to meet the real, daily
needs of God's people. It is, in essence, loyalty to our King expressed through care for His
people—a truth Jesus illustrated in His parable of the sheep and the goats (Matthew

25:31~46), where acts of mercy were seen as service unto Him.
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And how do we develop such a heart? It is not something we can manufacture on our

own. Only the Holy Spirit can birth within us a love so rich and selfless that it overflows in
practical compassion and thoughtful care for the body of Christ. As we walk closely with our
Savior, His love reshapes us into willing servants, ready to do whatever He calls us to do—

even the lowliest tasks—for His glory and the good of His people.
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APPLICATION: Servanthood is not optional for followers of Christ. It’s the family resemblance

of God’s children. Whether it's cleaning a floor, praying with someone in pain, or welcoming

the overlooked—this is greatness in the Kingdom of God.
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e Mark 10:45 — “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve---"
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e Galatians 5:13 — “--serve one another humbly in love.”
e ANIZTVANDFM|OEELIE—. .\ FZLoTHVITHRL I,



You may feel your service is small, hidden, or unnoticed. But take heart: Every towel taken up

in Jesus’ name is remembered in heaven.
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Conclusion #&5:E

Remembering Maundy Thursday, may we be freshly rooted in the humility of Christ. He who
had all power chose the path of the servant. He who was about to wear a crown of thorns first

picked up a basin of water.
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Though people are obsessed with position, let’'s walk in submission. Though many are chasing
applause, let’'s embrace the towel. For it is there—in humble service—that we are closest to
Christ.
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John 13:35 - By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.
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Let's pray: "Lord Jesus, You knelt where we often refuse to go. You served when You had
every right to reign. Cleanse our hearts, not just our feet. Teach us to serve with joy, to love
without limit, and to walk in Your footsteps—not toward applause, but toward obedience. In

Your holy name, Amen."
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